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PREFACE TO THE SECOND EDITION. 

THE FIRS'r EDITION of my translation of the Gulistau 

was published by Mr. Stephen Austin, of Hertford, 

in 1852. A new edition has been frequently called 

for, and negociations have been more than once entered 

into for re-printing it, but my time has been too 

much occupied to allow of their being brought to a 

satisfactory result. The former edition was an "edition 

de luxe," and the high price at which it sold put 

it out of the reach of many, who, it is hoped, will 

purchase it in its present form. The extraordinary 

popularity of the work in the East, and its intrinsic 

merits, may well lead. to the expectation that it will 

find a place in all public libraries. It may be added 

that the translation has been carefully read through and 
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compared with the original by an Indian gentleman, 

who is a profound Persian scholar, and possesses at 

the same time a complete mastery of English, and 

who has expressed himself satisfied with this version 

of the most famous work of the immortal Sadi. 

EDWARD B. E.A.STWICK. 
LONDON, Mag 27th, 1880. 
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"All Adam'8 race are members of one frame; 
Since all, at first, from the same essence came. 
If thou feel'st not for others' misery, 
A son of Adam is no name for thee." (p. 38.) 

Evil, it is said, should be requited with good, thus: 

and: 

" Whenever then 
Thy enemy thee slanders absent, thou 
To his face applaud him." (p. 57.) 

" Shew kindness even to thy foes." (p. 67.) 
See also the story of the Khalifah Hiiriin's son (p. 67) ;. 
and of the recluse (p. 76) : 

"The meu of God's true faith, I've heard, 
Grieve not the hearts e' en of their foes. 

When will this station be conferred 
On thee, who dost thy friends oppose?" 

SA.di not only preached the duty of contentment and 
resignation, but practised what he preached. In a life 
prolonged to nearly twice the ordinary period allotted 
to man, he shewed his contempt for riches, which he 
might easily have amassed, but which, when showered on 
him· by the great, he devoted to pious purposes; being 
minded that: 

"The poor man's patience better is than gold." (p. 99.) 

Thus, when the Prime Minister of Hulaku Khan. sent 
him a present of 50,000 dinars, he expended it in erecting 
a house for travellers, near Shiraz. But it will be suffi
cient for those who would form a just estimate of Sadi 
to peruse his works, especially the IIIrd and VIIlth 
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. .Aleppo, we have a most amusing account in the 31st 
Story of the lInd Chapter of the Gulistiin: His enforced 
labour with a gang of Jews in the fossa of Tripolis was 
not likely to increase his good opinion of the Christian 
sect; for it appears from that story, that his taskmasters, 
the Crusaders, had not made him prisoner in war, but 
while practising religious austerities in the desert; and 
he, therefore, certainly deserved more lenient treatment. 
'Whatever might, however, have been SMi's opinion of 
Christiansa-and it certainly was not very favourable-
he speaks with reverence of their Lord, as he does also 
of St. John the Baptist. Thus, in his Badiya, he says, 
"It is the breath of Jesus, tor in that fresh breath and 
verdure the dead earth is reviving:" and, in the 
Gulistan, II. 10, we find sadi engaged in devotion at 
the tomb of John the Baptist, of which he says-

" The poor, the rich, alike must here adore; 
The wealthier they, their need is here the more." 

where it is to be remarked that his prayers were offered 
only to the Deity; but he knelt at the tomb, supposing, 
with other Mul;1ammadans and Roman Catholics, that it 
was not only allowable, but salutary, to entreat the 
interceBSion of holy men. 

sadi married a second time at Sanaa, the capital of 
Yaman; and, in the Bustin, IX. 25, pours out his 
regrets for the loss of his only son. His notices of the 
female sex are, in general, not very laudatory, and his 

a Vide Chapter III. Story 21 : 

"A Christian's well may not be pure, 'tis true, 
'Twill do to wash the carcase of a Jew." 
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opinions on this head. seem to have strengthened as he 
grew in years. Ross mentions Europe, Barbary, Abyssinia, 
Egypt, Syria, Palestine, Armenia, Asia Minor, Arabia, 
Persia, Tartary, Mghiinistiin, and India, as the countries 
in which he travelled; and Krempfer, who visited Shiriiz 
A.D. 1686, tells us that he had been in Egypt and Italy; 
and that, to his knowledge of Oriental tongues, he had 
even superadded an acquaintance with Latin, and, in 
particular, had diligently studied Seneca. SMi himself 
informs us that he was at Dihli during the reign of 
U glamish, who died A.H. 653 = A.D. 1255, and there 
exist some verses in the U rdii dialect which he is said, but 
perhaps without much reason, to have composed. Jiimi 
suppoSes that the beautiful youth whom SMi encountered 
at Kashgarh, and who is mentioned in the 17th story of 
the Vth chapter of the Gulistiin,b was the famous poet 
of Dihli, ~r Khusrau; and it is certain that it was 
owing to the eulogies of Khusrau that SAdi was invited 
by Sul~ Mu1;tammad to Multiin, where that prince 
offered to found a monastery for him. 

SAdi seems to have spent the latter part of his life in 
retirement. He died on the evening of Friday, in the month 
of ShawwaI, A.H. 690 = A.D. 1291, says Daulat Shah, and 
was buried near Shiriiz. Krempfer, in 1686, and Oolonel 
Franklin, in 1787, visited his tomb, and the latter 
mentions it as being "just in the state it was in when 
Sad.i was buried." In person, Sam was, as Ross conjec
tures, of a mean appearance, low of stature, spare and 
slim. In the picture which Oolonel Franklin saw of 
him, near his tomb, he is represented as wearing the 

b Ross's Translation. 
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1823 Mr. James Ross, a retired civilian, published a 
new translation, d which he dedicated, by permission, to 

d At p. 18, 1. 12, of the Persian preface (my edition), Ross 

translates I:)I:....J! .).J 4J .jJ r~ Js:" nakkl banclam walf nah 
rIar bll8tan, "I am a gardener, but not in a garden,"-where he 
appears to me to lose the whole pith of the sentence, viz., the 
implied comparison between the flowers of an artificial flower
maker and those of nature. At p. 7, 1. 16, we find j~ J J-i 
naal wa tabar rendered, in Ross, "The tree of their wicked
ness,"-where he evidently mistakes the Arabic word for the 
Persian. At p. 12, 1. 10, '-:f.JJr' .xS ~ I:)\bl..., ~ kih 
Sultan ba laahkar kunad aarwari is rendered, "For a king with 
an army constitu~s a principality,"-which is altogether wide 
of the obvious meaning that" A king rules through his troops." 

At 1. 17, in the same page, we find .x..(; F if ~ ~I..!..J~, 
pailahiiki leik ta,.~ Eulm fileanarl, "A king that can anyhow be 
accessory to tyranny,"-where the obvious meaning of if 
tar~, "Ie fondement," as Semelet rightly translates it, is over
looked, though ad' clearly shewn by the use of u-I.! pal in the 

next line. At p. 20, 1. 4, Ross strangely nilit~kes ~k.) 
Nagat for ~.) ra;gat, and renders ...s--~ ... 4 ~ k.) .).J 

f..j.Jj dar riagat-i mamlaleat BUBti lea,.rli, "was easy with the 
yeomanry in collecting revenue"! In the same line both he 
and Semelet wrongly translate ~ piahin, " ancient," 
whereas it is evident from the sequel of the story that the 
king was cotemporary with SMI, who knew one of his soldiers, 
and the word should, therefore, be rendered" former." At 
p. 23,1.19, Ross gives a new sense to ~1>- ~Mamf, "revenue

embezzler." At p. 25, 1. 16, Ross translates I:)~~ ~I .)~ 
l:J~1' ~ ¥.c. ~ J mUBhiiru!! ilaiM b'ilbanan wa mutamarl 
alaiM anrlu'l-aigan, "Towards whom all turned for counsel, 
and upon whom all eyes rested their hope,"-which does not 
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the Ohairman and Oourt of Directors of the East India. 
Oompany, and which he especially informs us was in-

contain a single word of the original, for even I.:)~' /liyan 
cannot here be rendered "eyes." In the last line of the same 
page, Ross renders ~)ij tarlki, "Chaos," completely and 

most gratuitously destroying the beautiful metaphor. At p. 28, 
1. 20, we have a tolerable instance of a free translation j !Jf'b.. 
~ ,~~ ~ ~, ~akim-rii. in IUlrMn palanrlitUih dmatl, 

"When the prince heard this sentiment he subscribed to its 
omnipotence" I The two first lines in p. 29 are sadly miS
translated, 

~)~.,»)'~~~~~~~ 
~j . .-J.\ A ,~~ -I... oloi yo..,; • .J 1.1") •. • u--- ') 

(Jkii. kabah ~iblah-i ~a.jat 8hud as diyii.r-i baia, 

Rawand kluiI~ ba-rliddralh as bali !ar8ang. 

which he renders thus, "When the fane of the Cablah at 
:Mecca became their object from a far-distant land, pilgrims 
would hurry on to visit it from many farsangs." The Ktbah 
it is needless to remark, is the Black Temple at Mecca, 
and the ~iblah is the place to which people turn in prayer. 
~ 1!iblaA, therefore, should here be taken with ~ajat, 
with which it is connected by an i~a!ah, and the ~ .J~.,) )1 

as diyar-i baia as evidently belongs to oloiJ) rawana, from which 

it should not be separated by a stop. At p. 31, 1. 7, 8, the 
couplet is 80 translated as to become quite unmeaning. At 

p.32, 1. 13, Ross translates t..:;.-jf ~ '-f~ J ..r. ~ 
malik bar an laaA"ari kM8Am girift, "The sovereign let loose 
the army of his wrath "-a mistake which it is ha.rd.ly possible 
to imagine a mere beginner would make. Gladwin rightly 
translates the sentence in his curt, free manner, "the king 
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valuable essay on the works and character of Sfdi; 
but, of his Translation, I regret to say that I cannot 
speak in terms of unqualified praise. In 1828, M. 
Semelet published the Persian text of the Gulistan. in 
Paris, and six years afterwards, a most excellent Trans
lation, to which the first place must undoubtedly be 
assigned; e while Gladwin's version occupies the second; 
that of Ross, the third; and that of Gentiu8, the fourth. 

At p. 64, 1. 7, 4.aJ. ~ J.r 8M' 0 pii bM'akMk is rendered, 
"naked from head to foot," instead of "with bare head and 
feet." At p. 64, 1. 15, Ross translates ~~ ba-biilInfJ8k, 

"to his bier," instead of "pillow." At p. 69,1. 2, ~, ~~ 

y..;be ba-daat-i in mutrib is rendered, "in the hand of this 
minstrel," instead of "by means of this musician." At p. 74, 
1. 7, Ross translates YJ:""b kubub, " zephyr"! and, at p. 76, 1. 3, 
~ kani-a, "immense;" and 1. 9,)/ gur, "an elk." At 
p. 95,1. 8, Ross renders ~ ,aff, "group." At p. 102, 1. 6, 
J,-,"" ~ jU taa"u~-i 8001, "prostitution of begging." At 
p. 109, 1. 18, J~ J\~ galliil kaul is rendered, "an impor

tunate mendicant." At p. 178, 1. 14, .M.!..,} .J!;'-'\ M.allulfmak-i 

irlriir !aru8kand is rendered, "that they may entitle themselves 
to the bread of charity." At least ten times this number of 
inaccuracies might have been noticed, but these will be sufficient 
to shew how unsafe a guide Ross proves himself as 8 translator. 

e I have found but very few passages in which it appears to 
me that M. Semelet has failed to give the sense of the original. 
One is in Chap. I. (p. 4, 1. 13), where he renders i.:!.r 8ari, 

"Ie premier;" and line 17 of the same page, where ~.J'-' 
duruakt'i, is rendered" 18 masse." At p. 34, 1. 7, he renders 
~~ "un gardien de chameaux." At p. 162,1. 14, CJJ !alii~, 
is translated" Ie paysan." There are some other inadvertencies, 
which will be found referred to in the notes . 

• 
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LIFE OF SAD!. 

SHEKH MU~LI~u'D-DIN, surnamed s&di, is the most 
eloquent of writers, and the wittiest author of either 
modem or ancient times, and one of the four monarchs 

. of eloquence and style. In the opinion of this humble 
individual (the author of the Atish Kadah) no one has 
appeared since the first rise of Persian Poetry who can 
claim a superior place to Firdausi of Tus, NiUimi of 
~um, Anwari of Abiward, and Shekh Sadi. In short, 
all I could say of the qualities which adorned his mind 
and heart, and of his perfections, displayed and secret, 
would not amount to the thousandth part of the reality, 
or be more than a trilling indication of the whole. In 
accordance with this, my master, the august and felicitous .. 
Mir Saiyid Ali Mush~, used to call Sadi the "Nightingale 
of a Thousand Songs," intending to express that in every 
branch of poetry he displayed the perfection of genius. 
In a word, I used to busy myself with reflecting, whether 
in the revoluti~ns of Time there had ever been a period, 
when men of learning were more lightly esteemed than at 

. present; or, with reference to the want of appreciation 
evinced by the generation in which we live, whether 
bards were ever more undervalued than now P until I saw 

b 
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bu'd-din; and Daulat Shah b writes that he lived to the 
age of one hundred and twenty years; and that after 
his tenth year he spent thirty years in various countries 
in acquiring learning, and thirty years more in travelling 
and making himself practically acquainted with things, 
and thirty years more in the environs of Shiraz, in a 
spot which for beauty equals the Garden of Paradise; 
where men of learning and eminence resorted to him, 
and where he employed himself in devotion. Here he 
was supplied with delicious viands by his disciples, and 
it was his wont after satisfying his hunger to wrap 
up what was left and suspend it in a basket, and the 
wood-cutters who used to cut bushes in the neighbour
hood of Shiriiz took these fragments away. One day, 
a person, by way of experiment, disguised himself as a 
wood-cutter and went to the place where the fragments 
were. On reaching towards them, his ann became stiff 
and remained stretched out. He cried out, "0 Shell! 
come to my aid!" Saw replied, "1£ this be the dress 
of a bush-cutter, where are the scars on thy hands and 
feet P or if thou art a robber, where is thy strong arm 
and firm heart that without a wound or pain thou makest 
these outcries P" He then prayed for him and the man 
was healed. 

They also relate that a devout person of Shiriiz saw 
in a dream. that the angels in heaven were moved, and 
that the cherubs were singing softly the poetry of 
Shekh Sadi, and said that "this couplet of Sldi is worth 
the praises and hymns of angel-worship for a whole 

b l.'he name of the author of a celebrated Biography of 
Learned Men. 
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year." When he awoke, he went to saw and found 
him with ecstatic fervour reciting this couplet, 

To pious minds each verdant leaf displays, 
A volume teeming with th' .Almighty's praise. 

The devotee related to Sadi the vision before mentioned, 
and besought him to pray in his behalf. 

The repartees of Sadi are numberless; nor is it 
requisite. to recount what is known to all. Once in his 
travels he arrived at Tabriz, where he learnt on inquiry 
after Kh~jah Hamiim,o that he had a son of great 
beauty and accomplishments; and that he guarded him 
from acquaintance with strangers with the most scru
pulous care, insomuch that he took him to the private 
baths. Saw went to the bath on the day that the 
Kh1Viijah had fixed to come, and concealed himself in 
a corner until he arrived with his son; when laying 
aside his mantle, he stepped in. Kh~jah was dis
pleased when he saw him, and seating his son behind 
him, he ask~ Sadi, whence he came? and what was 
his profession? Sadi replied that he came from the 
fair land of Shiriiz; and that he was a poet. Kh'Yiijah 
said, "Holy God! in this country the men of Shiraz 
are more plentiful than dogs!" "It is just the reverse 
in my country," replied Saw, "for there the men of 
Tabriz are less d than dogs." There happened to be 
there a vessel of water. Kh\'fiijah said, "It is strange, 

a Name of a famous poet. 
d The wit lies in the double sense of ~ kamtar, which 

means "fewer" -answering to ~ billhttw-"more numerous, I' 
and also "inferior." 
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though I have not admitted any other prose extract from 
any writer into this book: 

"They asked a philosopher, 'Who should be called 
fortunate, and who unfortunate?' He replied, "He is 
to be called fortunate, who sowed and reaped; and he 
must be reckoned unfortunate, who died and left [what 
he possessed without enjoying it.]' " 

The rest of his sayings, full of wisdom as they are, 
must be sought in the Gulistan, to which the reader is 
referred. 

Sadi flourished in the reign of Sad Atabak, whence 
his name of Sadi, and he died in Shiraz, in the year 
691 A.H. (This is the date according to D'Herbelot, 
but according to Daulat Shah, 690, see p. xi.) 







PREF ACE. 

IN THE NAME OF GOD, THE MERCIFUL, THE 
COMPASSIONATE! 

PRAISE be to God I (May he be honoured and glorified!) 
whose worship is the means of drawing closer to Him, 
and in giving thanks to whom is involved an increase 
of benefits. Every breath which is inhaled prolongs life, 
and when respired exhilarates the frame. In every breath 
therefore two blessings are contained, and for every 
blessing a separate thanksgiving is due. 

COUPLETS. 

Whose hands suffice? whose voices may 
The tribute of His praises pay? 
O! 1/e of Da~-id's line! His praises sing,l 
For few are gratejuljound to kim [their King.] 

STANZA. 

Best for the slave his fault to own, 
And seek for pardon at God's throne: 
For none can hope to pay aright 
A homage worthy of his might. 

The raindrops of his mercy, shed 
On all, descend unlimited, 
His bounteous store for all is spread. 

Dark though their sins may be, He does not rend 
The veil that clokes His creatures' shame; 

Nor stays His bounty, though they oft offend, 
[But aye continueth the same.] 

1 This is a quotation from the ~ur'ii.n; Chap. xxxiv., v. 12. 
1 
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STANZA. 

All-Gracious One! who, from Thy hidden store, 
On Guebre 2 dost, and Pagan, alms bestow! 

When will Thy mercies crown Thy friends no more? 
Thou, who with love regardest e'en Thy foe! 

He biddeth His chamberlain, the morning breeze, 
spread out the emerald carpet [of the earth,] and 
commandeth His nurses, the vernal clouds, to foster in 
earth's cradle the tender herbage, [lit., "the daughters 
of the grass "] and clotheth the trees with a garment 
of green leaves, and at the approach of spring crowneth 
the young branches with wreaths of blossoms; and by 
His power the juice of the cane becometh exquisite 
honey, and the date-seed, by His nurture, a lofty tree. 

STANZA. 

Cloud and wind, and sun and s~y, 
Labour all harmoniously, 
That while they thee with food supply, 
Thou mayst not eat unthankfully.3 
Since all are busied and intent for thee, 
Justice forbids that thou a rebel be. 

It is a tradition of the Chief of Created Beings, and 
the Most Glorious of Existences, the Mercy 4 of the 
Universe, the Purest of Mankind, and the Complement 
of Time's Circle, MuJ;tammad Mu~ta£~ (On whom be 
blessing and peace!) 

COUPLET. 

Gracious Prophet! intercessor! worthy of obedience, thou! 
Beautiful, of mien majestic, comely, and oj smiling brow. 

2 Byron has Anglicised the word "Guebre," and it seems 
more euphonious than ~ Gabar, or Moore's" Gheber." 

3 '-:f.J~ ~ ba-gAaftat na-kh'ur'i, "thou shouldst not eat 
carelessly," or according to Gladwin, "in neglect." This must 
mean" carelessly with reference to God," i.e. "unthankfully." 

, That is, "means of obtaining mercy from God for all 
creatures. " 
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COUPLET. 

To the wall of the faithful what sorrow, when piUared 
[securely] on thee ? 

What terror where NiiJ.l5 is the pilot, though rages the 
storm-driven sea? 

VERSE. 

All pe~fect he, and therefore won 
His lofty place, and [like a sun] 
His beauty lighted up the night. 
Fair are his rirtues alt, and bright. 
Let peace and benediction be 
On him and his posterity! 

[The tradition is] that whenever one of his sinful 
servants in affl.iction lifteth up the hands of penitence in 
the court of the .glorious and Most High God, in the hope 
of being heard; the Most High God regardeth him not; 
again he supplicateth Him, again God turneth from him ; 
again humbly and piteously he beseecheth Him; [then] 
God Most High (Praise be to Him!) saith, " 0 my angel.s, 
verily I am ashamed by reason of my servant, and he hath 
no God but myself; therefore of a surety I pardon him," 6 

that is to say, "I have answered his prayer and accom
plished his desire, since I am ashamed because of his 
much entreaty and supplication." 

COUPLET. 

God's condescension and his mercy see! 
His servant sinneth, and ashamed is He! 

The devout dwellers at the temple of His glory confess 
the faultiness of their worship saying, "We have not 
worshipped Thee as Thou oughtest to be worshipped!" and 
those who would describe the appearance of His beauty 
are amazed and say, " We have not known Thee as Thou 
ouglltest to be known." 

D NuJ.t is the Oriental form of the name of the Prophet Noah. 
e These words being in Arabic, an explanation of them is 

afterwards given ii:J. Persian, introduced by "that is to say." 
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STANZA. 

1£ one His praise of me would learn, 
What of the traceless can the tongueless tell ? 
Lovers 7 are killed by those they love so well ; 

No voices from the slain return. 
STORY. 

A devout personage had bowed his head on the breast 
of contemplation, and was immersed in the ocean of the 
divine presence. When he came back to himself from 
that state, one of his companions sportively asked him
"From that flower-garden where thou wast, what mira
culous gift hast thou brought for us? " He replied, " I 
intended to fill my lap as soon as I should reach the 
rose-trees, and bring presents for my companions. When 
I arrived there the fragrance of the roses so intoxicated 
me that the skirt of my robe slipped from my hands." 

VERSE. 

o bird of mom! 8 love of the moth be taught; 
Consumed it dies nor utters e'en a cry ! 

Pretended searchers! of this true love nought 
Know ye,-who know tell not their mystery. 

o loftier than all thought, 
Conception, fancy, or surmise! 

7 The soul and the Deity are often, by Oriental writers, 
imaged by the lover and his beloved one. 

8 The nightingale is so called as singing in the morning 
twilight. Gladwin reads y:..t) /~ I.:fl ai murgh.-i ~a~r, and 
translates, "0 bird of the desert!" and in my edition of the 
Text I unfortunately retained this reading, which, however, 
I now think incorrect, and prefer reading with M. Semelet, 
~ /~ I.:fl ai murpj-i 8a~ar, "0 bird of the morning!" 
The comparison is this, that as the nightingale, for all its 
warblings, is not so true a lover as the moth, which perishes 
in the brilliance it adores without a sigh; so the truly devout 
are not those who speak of their devotion, but those who are 
wrapt into silent ecstacy. 
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Mter deliberating on this subject I thought it advisable 
that I should take my seat in retirement and gather under 
me my robe, withdrawing from society, and wash the tablet 
of my memory from vain words, nor speak idly in future. 

COUPLET. 

Better who sits in nooks, deaf, speechless, idle, 
Than he who knows not his own tongue to bridle. 

At length one of my friends who was my comrade 
in the camel-litter 29 and my closet-companion30 entered 
my door according to old custom. Notwithstanding all 
the cheerfulness and hilarity which he displayed, and 
his spreading out the carpet of affection, I returned 
him no answer, nor lifted up my head from the knee 
of devotion. He was pained, and looking towards me said, 

STANZA. 

Now that the power of utterance is thine, 
Speak, 0 my brother! kindly, happily, 

To-morrow's message bids thee life resign, 
Then art thou silent of necessity. 

One of those attached to me [i.e., a kinsman or a 
servant] informed him regarding this circumstance, 
saying, "Such an one [i.e., Sadi] has made a resolution 
and fixed determination to pass the rest of his life in 
the world as a devotee, and embrace silence. If thou 
canst, take thy way, and choose the path of retreat.3l 

2' The b'J tf kajawah is nothing more than two panniers 
slung one on each side a camel, and each containing a traveller; 
who of course would prefer a friend as his via-d-via in such a 
situation. The expression then means simply a comrade in travel. 

10 As we should say" a bosom-friend." 
11 Gladwin understands this as an exhortation to adopt a 

similar abnegation of the world. I cannot agree with this 
opinion, and think that the speaker simply desired SMi's 
friend to withdraw if he could make up his mind to leave 
him <.j'i P agar tawani "if thou art able "). 
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EULOGIUM OF THE MIGHTY NOBLE, FAKBRU'n-nTN ABU

BAKR-BIN-ABU-NA~R. 

A second time the bride of my imagination, conscious 
of her want of beauty, lifts not up her head, nor raises 
the eye of despond~ncy from the instep of bashfulness, 
and comes not forth adorned among the bevy of beauties, 
save when decked with the ornaments of the approbation 
of the mighty, wise, just, and divinely-supported Lord, 
the Victorious over his Foes, Prop of the Imperial 
Throne, Counsellor of State, Shelter of the Indigent, 
Asylum of the Poor, Patron of the Eminent, Friend 
of the Pure, Glory of the People of Fars, Right-hand of 
the Empire, Prince of Favourites, Ornament of the State 
and of Religion, Succour of the True Faith and of the 
Faithful, Pillar of Kings and Princes; Abii-bakr-bin
Abii-na~r (May God prolong his life, increase his dignity, 
cause his breast to expand with joy, and double his 
reward! for he is extolled by the nobles of all quarters 
of the globe, and is an assemblage of all laudable 
qualities). 

COUPLET. 

When his kind care, protective, one defends, 
Pious his sins become, his foemen, friends. 

To each one of the other servants and attendants a 
separate duty is assigned; such tbat if in the performance 
of it· they indulge in any negligence or sloth, they 
assuredly inour the liability of reproof, and expose 
themselves to rebuke; all save this tribe of Darweshes 
[of whom Sadi is one] from whom thanks are due for 
the benefits they receive from the great, and whom it 
behoves to recount the fair virtues [of their benefactors] 
and offer up prayers for their welfare :48 and the per-

cs Ross here and in several places renders ~ leIIa;r by 
ee charity." I cannot think it has this meaning in this place, 
where, if "alms" were intended, ~~ kAairat would, in 
my opinion, be used. 







PREFACE. 

DISTICHS. 

He who exalts his neck with pride 
Is girt with foes on every side; 
SAdi lies prostrate, free from care : 
None of the fallen ere make war. 
Reflection first, speech last of all, 
The basement must precede the wall. 
True, that the art of making flowers I know; 
But shall I try it where real flow'rets grow? 
A beauty I-but will my cheek look fair, 
When they with Canaan's glory 57 me compare? 

They said to the sage Lulfmiin/l8 "From whom didst 
thou learn wisdom?" He replied, "From the blind, 
who advance not their feet till they have tried the 
ground." Try the egres8 be/OTegou enter. 

HEMISTICH. 

Try first your powers, and then try a wife. 

&7 These lines require a little expansion, which I have given 
to them. SMi says, that though he may have a reputation 
for learning, it would appear altogether contemptible at the 
Court of the vazir, himself so wise, and surrounded by such 
a galaxy of sages; just as a maker of artificial flowers would 
make himself ridiculous if he practised his art amid real flowers, 
or as an ordinary beauty would forfeit all pretensions to 
loveliness if compared with Joseph, the beauty of Canaan, 
whose charms, according to Musalmiin, were incomparable. 

liS Lulf.miin, after whom the thirty-first chapter of the ~ur'iin 
is called, is by some reckoned among the Prophets, and called 
the cousin of .Tob; and by others, the grand-nephew of 
Abraham; others say he was born in the time of David, and 
lived to that of Jonah; others, again, call him an ~thiopian 
slave, liberated by his master for his fidelity. His fables 
and maxims are celebrated in the East, and the Greeks probably 
borrowed tlieir account of ~80p from his history. 
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VERSE. 

Dauntless the cock in war, yet to what end 
Shall he with brazen-taloned hawks contend P 
Capturing the mouse the cat doth lionly; 
Gauged with the leopard but a mouse is she ! 

Nevertheless, in reliance on the liberal disposition of 
the great, who conceal the faults of the humble, and 
use no endeavour to disclose the defects of their inferiors, 
I have inserted in this book, in a concise way, a few 
narratives of rare adventures, and traditions, and tales, 
and verses, and manners of ancient kings, and I have 
expended some portion of precious life upon it. Such 
was my motive for composing the Gulistiin. 

STANZA. 

This verse instructive shall remain when I, 
Scattered in dust, in several atoms lie ; 

In short, since in no mundane thing I see 
The signs impressed of perpetuity, 
This picture shall my sole memorial be ; 

Perhaps hereafter, for this pious task, 
Some man of prayer for me too grace shall ask. 

Mature consideration as to the arrangement of the 
Book, ordering of the chapters, and conciseness, made 
mew deem it expedient that this delicate Garden, and 
this densely wooded grove, should, like Paradise,60 be 
divided into eight chapters, in order that it may become 
the less lilmly to fatigue. 

611 M. Semelet's reading ~~.) dirlam, is perhaps better than 
the one here adopted, in which JW ~l-I i1Mn-i Milar is made 
the nominative to olJ.) dfd. I confess I should like to insert 
.J tea before j ~I Ija.;· 

60 Here is an equivoque on the word ~ bil&i8kt, which 
means" Paradise," but with a little alteration becomes ~ 
ba-!wIJlIt, "in eight." The Musalman divide Paradise into 
eight regions. 
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CHAPTER I. 

ON THE MANNE RS OF KINGS. 

STORY I. 

I have heard of a king who made a sign to put a 
captive to death. The haple88 one, in a state of despair, 
began in the dialect he spoke62 to abuse the. monarch, 
and use opprobrious language; as they say, "Every 
one, who washes his hands of life, utters aU he has in 
his heart." 

COUPLET. 

He that de8pairJJ, give8 licen86 to his tongue, 
A8 cat8 bV dogs 0' eryressed rusA madlV 011. 

COUPLET. 

The hand, when Hight remains not, in despair 
Will grasp the point63 of the sharp scymitar. 

The King asked, "What does he say?" . One of the 
vazirs, who was of a good disposition, M said, "0 my 
Lord! he says that [Paradise, fchose breadth equalleM 
the heavens and the earth, is prepared for the godly], who 
bridle their anger, and forgive men; for God lovetn tIle 

12 Literally, "he had." So also in Gaelic, "I have no 
English," for" I speak no English." 

ea M. Semelet translates.r Bar, by "la poignee," which 
appears less correct. SMi says, "In despair the naked hand 
will seize the point of a sword held by a foe." Ross and 
Gladwin render.r Bar by" edge," which is rather y~"; !ubiib 
or ~ lab. 

If ·Richardson's Dictionary very strangely omits this meaning 
of.#' mo~far. 
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The vazir heard these words, and, willing or not, 
assented to them, and extolled the excellence of the 
king's judgment and said, "What my lord (may hi8 
dominion be eternal!) has been pleased to say is the 
essence of truth: for had he been reared in the bond 
of the society of those evil persons he would have become 
one of them. However, your slave is in hopes that he 
will receive his education in the society of good men, 
and will adopt the character of the wise, since he is yet 
but a child, and the rebellious and perverse habits of 
those bandits have not fixed themselves in his nature; 
and in the traditions of the Prophet [it is said] "There 
i8 no per80n born but a88uredly he ill begotten [with a natural 
disposition] to t"e Jait" oj I8lam; then hiB parent8 make 
a Jew oj him, or a O"riBtian, or a Magian. 

STANZA. 

Lot's wife consorted with the unjust, and she 
Quenched in her race the light of prophecy. 
And the cave-sleepers'79 dog sometime remained 
With good men, and the rank of man attained." 

When he had thus spoken, a number of the councillors 
of state united with him in intercession, so that the king 
abstained from shedding his blood and said, "I have 
spared his life, though I disapprove of it." 

QUATRAIN. 

Knowe8t thou what Za1. to valiant Rustam said ? 
Deem not thy foeman weak, without resource; 
Full many a rill, from tiny springlet fed, 
Sweeps off the camel in its onwar( oourse. 

In short, the vazir took the youth to his house and 
reared him delicately, and appointed a learned preceptor 

7P For an account of the Seven Sleepers who fell asleep in 
a cave near Ephesus in the reign of the. Emperor Deciull 
A.D. 253, and awoke A.D. 408, under that of Theodosius 
the Younger, "ids the ~ur'iin, c. 18, and M. Semelet's notes 
on this passage of the Gulistan. 
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parts, understanding and sagacity beyond description. 
Even from the time of his childhood the signs of great
ness were found on his forehead, and the rays of lumi
nousness visible and distinct in his countenance, and 
many hearts were enamoured of him. 

COUPLET. 

And high above his head shone lustrously 
The star of wisdom and of majesty. 

In short, he became a favourite of the Sultan, for he 
possessed beauty of person and perfection of mind: and 
the sages have said, " Wealth consists in talent, not in 
goods; greatness, in understanding, not in age." His 
compeers grew envious of him, and accused him of 
treason, and used fruitless endeavours to put him to 
death. 

HEMISTICH. 

While friends are true what can the foe effect? 
The king asked him, "What is the cause of their 

hostility towards you?" He replied, "I have satisfied 
all who are under the shadow of the royal dominion, 
except the envious, who cannot be contented, except by 
the waning of my good fortune. May the wealth and 
auspicious destiny of my lord remain perpetual! " 

VERSE. 

This can I do-inflict distress on none; 
Envy's its own distress-what can I there P 

Perish, 0 envious one! for thus alone 
Canst thou escape from thy self-nurtured care. 

The wretched long to witness the decay 
Of fortune's favours to the happier few: 

But, though the bat be visionless by day, 
Can we for this a fault or failing view 

In the sun's fount of light? 'T were better far 
A thousand of such eyes no vision knew, 

Than the bright radiance of the sun to mar. 
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SToRY VIII. 
They said to Hurmuz Tiijdir,87 ""What fault didst 

thou find in the vazirs of thy father that thou didst 
command them to be imprisoned P" He replied, "I dis
covered no fault in them; but I saw that they had a 
boundless fear of me in their hearts, and that they had 
not entire confidence in my promise. I feared that 
through dread of injury to themselves they might 
attempt my destruction; wherefore I put into practice 
the maxim of the wise men who have said, 

STANZA. 

Thou who art wise, fear him who feareth thee, 
Though thou like him a hundred wouldst despise : 

Seest thou not, how in last extremity, 
The cat will lacerate the leopard's eyes P 

Hence, too, the snake the shepherd wounds; for he 
Dreads the raised stone and down-crushed agonies." 

STORY IX. 
One of the Arabian kings was sick in his old age, and 

the hope of surviving was cut off. Suddenly a horse
man entered the portal, and brought good. tidings, saying, 
"By the auspicious fortune of my lord we have taken 
such a castle, and the enemies are made prisoners, and 
the troops and • peasantry in that quarter are entirely 
reduced to obedience." "When the king heard this 
speech he heaved a cold sigh, and said, "These joyful 
tidings are not for me, but for my enemies; that is, the 
heirs of my crown." 

8'1 Hurmuz Tajdar, or "the crown-wearer," was so called 
because, wishing to dispense justice on all occasions himself, 
without the intervention of others between himself and his 
subjects, he continually wore the crown, to denote his readiness 
to discharge his kingly functions. He was the son of Niishtrvan, 
and his tutor, Buzurchimihr, has been already mentioned in 
the Preface. 



CHAPTER I. STORY X. 37 

STANZA. 

In this fond hope, dear life, alas! has waned: 
That my heart's wish might not be wished in vain: 

Hope, long delayed, is granted.. Have I gained 
Aught ?-Nay. Life spent returns not back again. 

STANZA. 

Death's hand has struck the signal-drum; 
Eyes! now obey your parting knell ! 

Hands, wrists, and arms, all members, come, 
And bid a mutual, long farewell ! 

Hope's foe, Death, has me seized at last; 
Once more, 0 friends I before me move; 

In folly has my time been past: 
May my regrets your warning prove! 

STORY X. 

In a certain year I was engaged in devotion at the 
tomb of the Prophet Ya:ttiy~,88 in the principal mosque 
of Damascus. It happened that one of the Arabian 
princes, who was notorious for his injustice, came as a 
pilgrim thither, performed his prayers, and asked [of 
God] what he stood in need of. 

COUPLET. 

The poor, the rich, alike must here adore : 
The wealthier they, their need is here the more. 

He then turned towards me and said, "On account of 
the generous character of darweshes, and the sincerity 
of their dealings, I ask you to give me the aid of your 
spirit, for I stand in dread of a powerful enemy." I 

88 St. John the Baptist, whose remains were said to be 
interred in a church at Damascus. After the conquest of Syria 
by the Musalman, this church was converted into a mosque, and 
called the mosque of the tribe of Ummiyah. 
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replied, "Shew mercy 89 to thy weak subjects, that thou 
mayst not experience annoyance 89 from a puissant foe." 

VERSE. 

With the strong arm and giant grasp 'tis wrong 
To crush the feeble, unresisting throng. 
Who pities not the fallen, let him fear, 
Lest, if he fall, no friendly hand be near. 
Who sows ill actions and of blessing dreams, 
Fosters vain phantasies and idly schemes. 
Unstop thy ears, thy people's wants relieve, 
If not, a day 90 shall come when all their rights receive. 

DISTICHS. 

All Adam's race are members of one frame ; 
Since all, at first, from the same essence came. 
When by hard fortune one limb is oppressed, 
The other members lose their wonted rest: 
If thou feel'st not for others' misery, 
A son of Adam is no name for thee. 

STORY XI. 

A darwesh, whose prayers were aooepted with God, 
made his appearance in Baghdad. They told this to 
1;Iajjiij-bin-Yiiam,91 who sent for him, and said, "Offer 
up a good prayer for me." The darwesh said, "0 God! 
take away his life." " For God's sake!" asked he, "what 
prayer is this?" He replied, "It is a good prayer for 
thee, and for all Musalmiin." 

89 There is here a rhyme in the words ~.J ra~mat, and 
~ j liIa~mat, which cannot be preserved in English. 

'0 That is, the day of resurrection. 
11 J;lajjaj-b~-Yiisuf was the Governor of Arabian iralj;, under 

the Khalifah Abd-ul-malik, A.H. 65. He was notorious for 
his oppression. 
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ness is an accomplishment in courtiers; but a fault in 
wise men." 

COUPLET. 

To keep thy place and dignity be thine; 
To courtiers wit and pleasantry resign. 

STORY XVI. 

One of my companions came to me with complaints 
of his ill-fortune, saying, "I have but little means of 
subsistence, and a large family, and I cannot support 
the burthen of poverty; it has frequently entered my 
head that I would go to another country, in order that, 
live how I may, no one may know of my welfare or the 
reverse. 

COUPLET. 

Full many a starving wight has slept 97 unknown ; 
Full many a spirit fled that none bemoan. 

Again, I am in dread of the rejoicing of my enemies, 
lest they should laugh scoffingly at me behind my back, 
and impute my exertions in behalf of my family to a 
want of humanity, and say, 

STANZA. 

See now, that wretch devoid of shame! for him 
Fair fortune's face will smile not, nor has smiled; 

Himself he pampers in each selfish whim, 
And leaves his hardships to his wife and child. 

And I know something, as you are aware, of the 
science of accounts; if by your interest a means [of 
subsistence] could be afforded me, which might put me 
at ease, I should not be able to express my gratitude 
sufficiently to the end of my ilie." I replied, "0 my 
friend! the king's service has two sides to it,-hope of 
a livelihood, and terror for one's ilie; and it is contrary 

»7 Here used for" died." 
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to the opinion of the wise, through such a hope to expose 
oneself to such a fear. 

STANZA. 

None in the poor man's hut demand 
Tax on his garden or his land. 
Be thou content with toil and woe, 
Or with thy entrails feed the crow." 

He replied, "These words that thou hast spoken do 
not apply to my case, nor hast thou returned an answer 
to my question. Hast thou not heard what they have 
said: 'that the hand of every one who chooses to act 
dishonestly trembles in rendering the account' P " 

COUPLET. 

God favours those who follow the right way, 
From a straight road I ne'er saw mortal stray. 

"And the sages have said, 'Four kinds of persons are 
in deadly fear of four others: the brigand of the Sultan, 
and the thief of the watchman, and the adulterer of the 
informer, and the harlot of the superintendent of police;' 
and what fear have those of the settling, whose accounts 
are clear P " 

STANZA. 

Wouldst thou confine thy rival's power to harm 
Thee at discharge P then while thy trust remains, 

Be not too free; none shall thee then alarm. 
'Tis the soiled raiment which, to cleanse from stains, 
Is struck on stones and asks the washer's pains. 

r answered, "Applicable to thy case is the story of that 
fox which people saw running away in violent trepida
tion.98 Some one said to him, 'What calamity has 
happened to cause thee so much alarm P , He replied, 'r 
have heard they are going to impress the camel.' They 
rejoined, '0 Shatter-brain! what connection has a camel 
with thee, and what resemblance hast thou to it P' He 

18 Literally, "falling and rising." 
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answered, 'Peace I for if the envious should, to serve 
their own ends, say, "This is a oamel," and I should be 
taken, who would oare about my release so as to inquire 
into my oondition? and before the antidote is brought 
from i~, the person who is bitten by the snake may 
be dead.' 99 And in the same way thou possessest merit, 
and good faith, and piety, and uprightness; but the 
envious are in ambush, and the accusers are lurking in 
corners. If they should misrepresent thy fair qualities, 
and thou shouldest incur the king's displeasure and fall 
into disgrace, who would have power, in that situation 
of affairs, to speak for thee? I look upon it as thy best 
course to secure the kingdom of contentment, and ~ 
abandon the idea of preferment, since the wise have said, 

COUPLET. 

, Upon the sea 'tis true is boundless gain : 
W ouldst thou be safe, upon the shore remain.' " 

When my friend heard these words he was displeased, 
and his countenance was overcast, and he began to utter 
words which bore marks of his vexation, saying, "What 
judgment, and profit, and understanding, and knowledge 
is this? and the saying of the sages has turned out 
oorrect, in that they have said, 'Those are useful friends 
who continue so when we are in prison; for at our table 
all our enemies appear friends.' 

STANZA. 

Think not thy friend one who in fortune's hour 
Boasts of his friendship and fraternity. 

Rim I call friend who sums up all his power 
To aid thee in distress and misery." 

99 The J~.J tiryii.~ is an antidote against poison. Some 
think it is treacle; and others the bezoar-stone. Others would 
derive it from 8~p "a noxious beast," and ci;"EOp.4' "to heal." 
This sentence is a proverb in common use. 
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I saw that he was troubled, and that my advice was taken 
in bad part. I went to the president of finance,l00 and, 
in accordance with our former intimacy, I told him the 
case; in consequence of which he appointed my friend 
to some trifling office. Some time passed. away; they 
saw the amenity of his disposition, and approved his 
excellent judgment. His affairs prospered, and he was 
appointed to a superior post; and in the same manner 
the star of his prosperity continued to ascend until he 
reached the summit of his desires, and became a confi
dential servant of his Majesty the Sultan, and the 
pointed-at by men'8 finger8, and one in whom the minister8 
of State placed their confidence. I rejoiced at his secure 
position and said, 

COUPLET. 

Have no doubts because of trouble nor be thou dis
o comfited; 

For the water of life's fountain 101 springeth from a 
gloomy bed. 

COUPLET. 

Ah! ye brother8 of misfortune! be not ye with grief 
oppre88ed, 

Many are the 8ecret mercie8 'Which 'With tke All-bounteous 
re8t. 

COUPLET. 

Sit not sad because that Time a fitful aspect weareth ; 
Patience is most bitter, yet most sweet the fruit it 

beareth. 

100 1.;)1y,..J di'Wiin may, as M. Semelet remarks, have several 
meanings j but the one evidently intended here is what I ha~e 
given; for Sldi's friend, we are told, had a talent for accounts. 

101 MuI;1ammadans believe in a fountain of life, to taste one 
drop of which bestows immortality. They say that .r=:>
Khi~r, or Elias, who, they suppose, was the general of the 
first Alexander, discovered this fountain, and drank of it, and 
hence he can never die. 
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further, or to sprinkle them with salt. I confined myself 
to these two couplets and said, 

STANZA. 

" Knewest thou not that thou wouldst see the chains upon 
thy feet, 

When a deaf ear thou turnedst on the counsels of the 
wise? 

If the torture of the sting thou canst not with courage 
meet, 

Place not thy finger in the hole .where the sullen 
scorpion lies." 

STORY XVII. 

Certain persons were associates of mine, whose external 
conduct was adorned with rectitude. A great personage 
entertained a strong opinion in their favour, and had 
settled a pension upon them. But one of them did an 
act which was unbecoming the character of a darwesh. 
The favour of that person was estranged, and their 
market was depreciated. 1M I wished to set my com
panions free as regarded their allowance, and resolved to 
wait on their patron. The porter would not suffer me 
to enter, and treated me with insolence. I excused him, 
in accordance with what they have said, 

STANZA. 

" To door of king, or minister, or peer, 
Draw thou not nigh unless with patrons girt; 

For if a poor man at the gate appear, 
Warders his collar seize, and dogs his skirt." 

As soon as the favourite attendants of that great man 
were informed of my condition, they brought me in 
with respect, and assigned me a place of distinction. 
However, I submissively seated myself lower, and said, 

106 That is, their supplies were cut off. 
4 
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STORY XX .. 

I have heard of a revenue-collector who was rummg 
the peasantry in order to fill the treasury of the Sul~n, 
in ignorance of that saying of the wise, which they have 
uttered: "Whosoever afHicts the creatures of the Most 
High God in order to win the regard of a creature, 
the Most High God will raise those same creatures 
against him to destroy him utterly." 

COUPLET. 

Flames cannot with such speed wild rue consume, 
As tyrants perish by the wronged heart's fume.1ll 

POINTED ILLUSTRATION. 

They say that among all animals the lion is chief, and 
the ass lowest; and yet the wise are agreed that an ass 
that bears burdens is better than a lion that tears men. 

DISTICHS. 

True, the poor ass is dull j but then 
For carrying loads 'tis dear to men. 
The carrier ox, the patient ass, 
Man's tyrant, cruel man surpass. 

Some of his misdeeds became known to the king,. 
who tortured him on the rack, and put him to death, 
with a variety of torments. 

STANZA. 

The Sul~'s praise thou canst not gain 
Till thou canst win his people's heart: 

Wouldst thou God's pardoning grace obtain? 
Then to his creatures good impart. 

One of those who had been oppressed by him passed 
near him, and looked on his agonies, and said, 

11l I have advisedly used this expression (though it makes' 
but indi1ferent poetry), as it is the exact equivalent to the 
Persian J.J .J).J iiilrl-i iiil. Reiss has a ridiculous mistake here, 
for which see preface to this Translation. . 
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Hast thou not sharp and rending claws P then yield
For so 'tis best-to beasts, the battle-field. 
He that has grappled with a hand of steel 
Will, in his silverU4 arm, the anguish feel: 
Wait thou till fortune shall his arm restrain ; 
Then, at thy will, thou mayst thy foeman brain.'" 

STORY XXII. 
A certain king had a horrible disease, to repeat a 

description of which would not be agreeable. A body 
of Greek physicians unanimously decided that there was 
no remedy for the pain except the gall of a man possessed 
of certain qualities. The king ordered search to be made 
for him. They found a peasant-boy with the qualities 
which the physicians had mentioned. The king sent for 
his father and mother, and, by immense presents, made 
them content; and the ~~i gave his decision that 
it was lawful to shed the blood of one of the subjects 
to save the king's life. The executioner prepared to put 
him to death. The boy looked up to heaven and smiled. 
The king asked, "In this condition what place is there 
for laughter P" The boy replied, "Fathers and mothers 
are wont to caress their offspring, and complaints are 
carried before the ~~i, and justice is sought from kings; 
yet now my father and mother have, for the sake of 
worldly trifles, delivered me over to death, and the 
~~i has given his sentence for my execution, and the 
Sultan looks for his own recovery in my destruction; 
save God Most High I have none to protect me. 

COUPLET. 

Where shall I from thy hand for succour flee ? 
'Gainst thine own power I'll justice seek from thee." 

The king's heart was touched by these words; he wept, 

11' .. ~ 8imin "silvery" is often used to signify" delicate " ~;.-- .. ~-' , 1 

when applied to the human form. 
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that he may not plunge me also into misfortune. The 
fault is mine for slighting that saying of the wise, 
which they have thus delivered: 

STANZA. 

'When with a practised slinger thou wouldst fight, 
Thou by thy folly thine own head wilt break : 

Ere 'gainst thy foe thine arrow wings its flight, 
See thou beyond his range position take.' " 

STORY XXIV. 
A .king of Ziizan 116 had a minister 117 of a beneficent 

disposition, and gracious presence, who was courteous to 
all, when in their company, and spoke well of them 
behind their backs. It happened that he did something 
which was disapproved in the sight of the king; who 
ordered him to be amerced and punished. The officers 
of the monarch were sensible of his former kindnesses, 
and pledged to requite them. Wherefore, while he was 
under their custody, they treated him with courtesy and 
attention, and forbore to inflict on him harshness or 
reproach. 

STANZA. 

W ouldst thou with foes have peace P whenever then 
Thy enemy thee slanders absent, thou 

To his face applaud him. Since evil men 
Must1l8 speak, and thou lov'st not their gall; fill now 

Their mouths with sweets; thus them to speak allow. 

118 Ross strangely translates this." King Ziizan;" on what 
ground I am at a 108s to conjecture. I concur with M. Semelet, 
Gladwin, and Gentius, in re~g ~jJj ZUltm as the name 
of a city, either in Khurisin, between Hirit and Nishipur, or 
in Khuzistin, in which case it would be the capital of the 
Susiana of the Greeks. 

U7 We may 80 render ~ 1.,.>- ld/,f~iiia", as is evident from 
the context. Perhaps, however, it may mean" eunuch." 

118 Instead of ~ ~ BUkiltm-i a.kilir, I am clearly of 









CHAPTER L STORY XXVIL 

whence this fire broke out in my house." He replied, 
"From the smoke l21 of the hearts of the poor." 

STANZA. 

Beware of the sigh of the wounded heart, 
For the secret sore you'll too late discern ; 

Grief, if thou canst, to no bosom impart, 
For the sigh of grief will a world o'ertum, 

MAXIM. 

On the crown of king Kaik1!usrau was written, 
STANZA. 

How long shall men my buried dust tread down ? 
Through many a lengthening year and distant day. 

From hand to hand to me descends this crown, 
To others so, it soon will pass away. 

STORY XXVII. 

A person had reached perfection in the art of wrestling. 
He knew three hundred and sixty precious sleights in 
this art, and every day he wrestled with a different 
device. However, his heart was inclined towards the 
beauty of one of his pupils. He taught him three 
hundred and fifty-nine throws, all he knew save one, 
the teaching of which he deferred. The youth was 
perfect in skill and strength, and no one could with
stand him, till he at length boosted before the Sul~n 
that he allowed the superiority of his master over him 
only out of respect to his years, and what was due to 
him as an instructor, and that but for that he was not 
inferior in strength, and on a par with him in skill. 
The king was displeased at his breach of respect, and 
he commanded them to w.restle. A vast arena was 
selected. The great nobles and ministers of the king 
attended. The youth entered, like a furious elephant, 

131 That is, "from their sighs." 





CHAPTEi? XXIX. 

was offended, and observed, "This tn"be of tatterdemalions 
is on a level with brutes." The vazir said, "The king of 
earth's surface passed near thee; why didst thou not do 
him homage, and perform thy respects?" He replied, 
" Tell the king to look for service from one who expects 

from him, and £tI'30 know that 
protection of not subjects 

of kings: as 

are but ?tIe poor should 
Though this world's goods wait on their diadem. 

Not for the shepherd's welfare are the sheep: 
The shepherd rather is for pasturing them. 

CONCI,UDING STANZA. 

To-day thou markest one flushed with success; 
Another sick with ' tIainst his fate: 

but a little B3?~h shall press 
H is brain that did {frst meditate. 

is the difFeren"e slave, 
the approach 

one upturn the grave, 
Could he discern 'twixt wealth and poverty? ' " 

The discourse of the darwesh made a strong impression 
on the king. He said, "Ask a boon of me." The 
darwesh replied, "I request that thou wilt not again 
disturb me." On this the king rejoined, "Give me some 

of advice." Hff ~ ~ 

that thy hande 
wealth, these 

Hessings, know~ 
to hand mUff? 

STORY XXIX. 

A vazir went to Z;ii'l-niin,122 of Egypt, and requested the 

1211 Gentius tells us that there were two Zii'l-niins: one, the 
prophet Jonah, who lived about 862 B.c.; and the otherJ 













CHAPTER I. STORY XXXVII. 

replied, "The Great God is righteous! for everyone 'Who 
does 'Well benefits his own soul; and e1.:ery one that sinneth, 
8inneth against him8elf." 

STANZA. 

Strive not to pain a single heart, 
Nor by that thorny pathway move. 

But with the needy aye take part; 
To thee, too, this will succour prove. 

STORY XXXVI. 

There were two brothers, one of whom served the. 
Sul~n, and the other obtained his bread by his manual 
labour. Once on a time the rich one said to the poor 
one, "Why dost thou not serve the Sul~, by which 
thou mayst escape from thy toilsome work?" He 
replied, "Why dost thou not work in order to free 
thyself from the disgrace of being a servant? since 
the sages have said, 'It is better to eat barley bread, 
and sit on the ground, than to gird oneself with a 
golden girdle, and stand up to serve.''' 

COUPLET. 

Better from lime make mortar with thy hand, 
Than before chiefs with folded arms to stand. 

STANZA. 

Life, precious life, has been in pondering spent 
On summer clothing and on winter food. 

o glutton belly! let one loaf content 
Thee, rather than the back [in slavish mood] 

Be to the ground in others' service bent. 

STORY XXXVII. 

A person brought to Niishirwiin the Just good news, 
saying, "God [ml:l.y he be honoured and glorified!] has 
removed such and such an enemy of thine." He re
plied, "Hast thou heard at all that he will spare me P " 
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COUPLET. 

In my foe's death, what joy is there for me P 
For my life, too, cannot eternal be. 

STORY XXXVIII. 

A council of wise men at the court of Kisr~ 135 was 
discussing ,a certain matter. Buzurchimihr was silent. 
They said, "Why dost thou not deliver thy opinion with 
us in this consultation P " He replied., "V azirs are like 
physicians: and the physican does not give medicine save 
to the sick. Wherefore, when I see that your opinion is 
right, it would not be wise for me to interfere therein 
with my voice." 

STANZA. 

Without my meddling, if a thing succeed, 
For me to gi'Ve advice therein, what need P 
But if I see a blind man and a pit, 
Why, then, I'm guilty if I silent sit. 

STORY XXXIX. 

When Hariinu'r-rashid had conquered Egypt, he said, 
"In contradiction to that impious rebel 136 who, through 
pride of having Egypt for his kingdom, laid claim to 
divine honours, I will give this province to none but the 
lowest of my slaves." He had a black slave of great 
stupidity, whose name was Kh~aib; on him he bestowed 
the land of Egypt. They say that his intellect and 
capacity were so limited that when a body of Egyptian 
cultivators complained to him that they had sown cotton 
on the banks of the Nile, and that, owing to an unseason
able fall of rain, it had been destroyed; he replied, "You 

. 185 Kisra or Chosroes, as the Arabs styled the Persian kings 
of the Sas~anian race, is here used for Niishirwiin. 

138 }>haraoh is here meant. 



CHAPTER I. STOR Y XL. 71 

ought to sow wool, that it might not be swept away." A 
sage heard it and said, 

DISTICHS. 

"If with your wisdom grew your store, 
The fool would be the truly poor; 
But Heaven to the fool supplies 
Such wealth as would amaze the wise." 137 

DISTICHS. 

Fortune and wealth are not to merit given: 
None can obtain them but by aid from Heaven. 
In this world oft a marvel meets our eyes; 
The undiscerning honoured, scorned the wise. 
The a.lchymist expires with grief and pain, 
And fools a treasure 'neath a shed obtain. 

STORY XL. 

They had brought a Chinese girl, of surpassing beauty 
and loveliness, to an Arabian king. In a moment of 
intoxication he attempted to embrace her. The damsel 
resisted him. The king was enraged, and bestowed her 
on one of his slaves, who was a negro, ~d whose upper 
lip ascended above his nostrils, and whose lower lip hung 
down on his collar. His form was BU(lh that the demon 
~khr would have fled at his appearance. 

COUPLET. 

In him th' extreme of ugliness was found, 
As beauty to all time fair Joseph crowned. 

STANZA. 

Not such his person that description can 
His hideous aspect typify ; 

The fetor [save us!] from him foully ran 
Like carrion sun-baked in July. 

At that season the passions of the negro were roused, 

U7 In the original it is "a hundred wise men." 
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and he was overpowered by lust. Agitated by desire he 
. deflowered her. In the morning, the king sought for the 
girl and could not find her. They told him what had 
happened. He was incensed, and commanded that they 
should bind the negro and the girl fast together by their 
hands and feet, and cast them from the roof of the palace 
into the fosse. One of the vazirs, who was of a bene
volent disposition, bent down his face in intercession to 
the ground and said, "The negro is not to blame in this 
matter; for all your Majesty's slaves and attendants are 
accustomed to your royal bounty." The king said, "What 
great difference would it have made had he forborne to 
meddle with her for a night?" The vazir replied, "Sire! 
hast thou not heard what they have said, 

STANZA. 

'When to a limpid fountain one parched with thirst 
advances, 

Think not a raging elephant him would scare; 
Or, when alone, an infidel sees meat with famished 

glances, 
Can reason think he'd pause for the fast-day there. ' " 

The king was pleased with this pleasantry, and said, "I 
give thee the negro; but what shall I do with the girl?" 
He replied, "Give the girl to the negro; for his leavings 
are fit only for himself." 

STANZA. 

Never take him for thy friend 
Who goes where it beseems him not: 

The purest water will offend 
The thirstiest lips, if it be got 
From one whose breath is foul and hot. 

STANZA. 

Ne'er will the orange from the Sultan's hand 
Once in the dunghill fallen, more there rest: 

Though thirsty, none will water e'er demand, 
When ulcerated lips the jar have pr.essed. 





CHAPTER II. 

ON THE QUALITIES OF DARWESHES. 

STORY I. 

A person of distinction asked a holy man, "What 
sayest thou with regard to a certain devotee; for others 
have spoken sneeringly of him P " He replied, "In his 
outward conduct I discern no fault, and I know nothing 
of his secret defects." 

STANZA. 

When thou dost one in saintly vestments find, 
Doubt not his goodness or his sanctity. 

What though thou knowest not his inmost mind P 
Not within doors need the Mu\ltasib l38 pry. 

STORY II. 

I once saw a darwesh, who, with his head resting on 
the threshold of the temple at Makkah, called the Kabah, 
was weeping and saying, "0 Thou merciful and com
passionate One! Thou knowest what homage can be 
offered by a sinful and ignorant being worthy of thee! "139 

188 The Mu1}.tasib is the Mu1}.ammadan superintendent of 
police, who prevents drunkenness, gaming, and other disorders ; 
but, as appears from this passage, his business is rather to enforce 
external decency, than to suppress latent immorality. 

Jail That is, "The homage of a sinful being cannot be worthy 
of God." 



CHAPTER II. STOR Y III. 

STANZA. 

For my scant service I would pardon crave, 
Since on obedience I can ground no claim. 
Sinners, of sin repent; but those who have 
Knowledge of the Most High, at pardon aim 

75 

. For worthless worship [which they view with shame]. 

The pious seek the reward of their obedience, and 
merchants look for the price of their wares, and I, thy 
servant, have brought hope, not obedience, and have come 
to beg, not to traffic. " ])0 unto me that which i8 100rthy oj 
Thee, and not that oj which I am worthy." 

COUPLET. 

Whether Thou wilt slay or spare me, at Thy door my head 
I lay; 

To the creature will belongs not, Thy commandment I 
obey. 

STANZA. 

A supplicant at Makkah's shrine who wept 
Full piteously and thus exclaimed, I saw ; 

"I ask Thee not my homage to accept, 
But through my sins Thy pen absolving draw." 

STORY III. 

lbdu'l-~iidir GUanP40 laid his face on the pebbles in 
the sanctuary of the Kabah, and said, "0 Lord I pardon 
me; but if I am deserving of punishment, raise me up at 
the resurrection blind, that I may not be ashamed in the 
sight of the righteous." 

STANZA. 

Humbly in dust I bow each day 
My face, with wakening memory, 

o Thou I whom I forget not, say, 
Dost Thou bethink Thee e'er of me ? 

11.0 This saintly personage was a celebrated ~iifi of Baghdad, 
under whom SAd! embraced the doctrine of the Mystics. -
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STORY IV . 

.A thief entered the house of a recluse. However much 
he searched, he found nothing. He turned back sadly and 
in despair, and was observed by the holy man, who cast 
the blanket on which he slept in the way of the thief, 
that he might not be disappointed. 

STANZA. 

The men of God's true fQ.ith, I've heard, 
Grieve not the hearts e' en of their foes. 

When will this station be conferred 
On thee who dost thy friends oppose ? 

The friendship of the pure-minded, whether in pre
sence or absence, is not such that they will find fault 
with thee behind thy back, and die for thee in thy 
presence. 

COUPLET. 

Before thee like the lamb they gentle are : 
Absent, than savage wolves more ruthless far. 

COUPLET. 

They who the faults of others bring to you. 
Be sure they'll bear to others your faults too. 

STORY V. 

Certain travellers had agreed to journey together, and 
to share their pains and pleasures. I wished to join 
them. They withheld their consent. I said, "It is 

. inconsistent with the benevolent habits of the eminent 
to avert the countenance from the society of the lowly, 
and to decline to be of service to them; and I feel in 
myself such power of exertion and energy that in the 
service of men I should be an active friend, not a weight 
on their minds. 











CHAPTER II. STOR Y IX. 

STANZA. 

My person, in men's eyes, is fair to view; 
But, for my inward faults, shame bows my head. 

The peacock, lauded for his brilliant hue, 
Is by his ugly feet discomfited. 

STORY IX. 

81 

One of the holy men of Mount Lebanon, whose dis
courses were quoted, and whose mimel,es were celebrated 
throughout the country of Arabia, came to the principal 
mosque of Damascus, and was performing his ablutions 
on the side of the reservoir of the well. His foot slipped, 
and he fell into the basin, and got out of it with the 
greatest trouble. When prayers were finished, one of his 
companions said, "I have a difficulty." The Shekh 
inquired what it was. He replied, "I remember that 
thou didst walk on the surface of the western sea without 
wetting thy feet, and to-day thou wast within a hair's 
breadth of perishing in this water, of but one fathom 
depth; what is the meaning of this?" He bent his head 
in the lap of meditation, and after much reflection, raised 
it, and said, "Hast thou not heard that the Lord of the 
World, Mu.\lammad M~t:a£~ (may the blessing and peace 
of God be upon him!) said, 'I have a Beason with God, in 
which neither minister/:ng angel, nor any prophet that has 
been sent, can me with me,' but he did not say that this 
season was perpetual. In such a time as he mentioned, 
he was wrapt beyond Gabriel and Michael; and, at 
another time, he was contented with l;Iaf~ah 149 and 
Zainab, for the vision of the pious is between effulgence 
and obscurity; at one moment He shews Himself, at 
another snatches Himself from our sight." 

11& These are the names of two of Mu1;lammad's wives, of 
which the latter was a Jewess who poisoned him. 

6 
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COUPLET. 

Thou dost Thy face now shew and now conceal, 
Thy worth enhancest, and infla.m'st our zeal. 

STANZA. 

r II with unintercepted gaze BUNJ6y 
Him whom I love, and, wildet'ed, lose my way. 
One while a flame He kindles-bright in cain, 
For soon He quenches it with cooling rain; 
'Th thus thou seest me burnt, then drowned again. 

STORY X. 
VERBE. 

To that bereaved father 1:,(1 one once said, 
" Aged sire! on whose bright soul truth's light is shed, 
From Egypt his coat's scent thy nostrils knew; 
In Canaan'/i pit why was he hid from view P " 
"My state," he said, "is like heaven's flashing light: 
One moment shewn, the next concealed in night; 
Now on the azure vault I sit supreme; 
In darkness now my own feet hidden seem. 
Did but the darwesh in one state abide, 
He might himself from both worlds aye divide." 151 

STORY XI. 

I once, in the principal mosque of Baalbak,I:'l11 addressed 
a few words, by way of exhortation, to a frigid assembly, 

lao Jacob,-to the story of whose son Joseph, perpetual 
reference is made by the Musalmiin. 

111 That is, he might attain re-union with the Deity. 
162 BaA.lbak, by the Greeks called Heliopolis, is a city now in 

ruins, situated at the foot of Anti-Libanus, in the direct route 
between Tyre and Palmyra, by traffic with which cities it 
greatly profited. The principal temple, which is of extra
ordinary size and beauty, seems to have been built by Antoninus 
Pius. It contains now but 1200 inhabitants. 











CHAPTER II. STOR Y XVIII. 

accompanied us. I looked at him, and saw that he was 
wholly unprovided with the supplies requisite for the 
journey. Nevertheless, he went on merrily, and said, 

~ 

VERSE. 

"I ride not on a camel, but am free from load and 
trammel; 

To no subjects am I lord, and I fear no monarch's word; 
I think not of the morrow, nor recall the gone-by sorrow, 
Thus I breathe exempt from strife, and thus moves on my 

tranquil life." 

One who rode on a camel said to him, "0 darwesh! 
whither art thou going? turn back, or thou wilt perish 
from the hardships of the way." He did not listen, 
but entered the desert and proceeded on. When we 
reached "the palm-trees of Ma1}.mud," fate overtook the 
rich man and he died. The darwesh approached his 
pillow, and said, "I have survived these hardships, and 
thou hast perished on the back of thy dromedary." 

COUPLET. 

A person wept the livelong night beside a sick man's bed: 
When it dawned the sick was well, and the mourner, he 

was dead. 
STANZk. 

Fleet coursers oft have perished on the way, . 
While the lame ass the stage has safely passed; 

Oft have they laid the vigorous 'neath the clay, 
While the sore-wounded have revived at last. 

SToRY XVIII. 

A king sent an invitation to a religious man. The 
latter thought to himself, "I will take a medicine to. 
make me look emaciated; perhaps it may increase the 
good opinion entertained of me." They relate that he 
swallowed deadly poison, and died. 
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STANZA. 

He who, pistachio-like, all kernel seemed, 
.An onion was; for fold on fold was there. 

The saint who turns to man to be esteemed, 
Must on the ~iblah 159 turn his back in prayer. 

COUPLET. 

bmt3elf God's servi'snt 
none besides his 

SToRY XIX. 

In the country of the Greeks some banditti attacked a 
caravan, and carried off immense riches. The merchants 
made lamentations and outcries, and called upon God and 
the for them, 

COUPLET. 

dSi'ds-minded robbei' 
for the caravanSs, s~wssss~ssss 

The philosopher Lulpniin was among them. One of 
those who composed the caravan said, "Say some words 
of wisdom and admonition to them; perchance they may 
restore a portion of our goods; for it would be a pity 
that such wealth should be lost." Lukman said, "It 
would address the wisdom to 
them." 

the point to whi,t prayer. 
This, and Christians, itt tmd when 
Mul;1ammad first ordered his followers to turn to the temple 
at Makkah, it occasioned such discontent that he added a verse, 
to the effect that prayer is heard to whatever quarter the 
supplicant turns. However, Mul;1ammadans now all turn to 
Makkah when praying. 



CHAPTER II. STORY XX. 

STANZA. 

When rust deep-seated has consumed the steel, 
Its stain will never a new polish own. 

Advice affects not those who cannot feel: 
A nail of iron cannot pierce a stone. 

STANZA. 

In prosperous days go seek out the distressed ; 
The poor man's prayer can change misfortune's course. 

Give when the beggar humbly makes request, 
Lest the oppressor take from thee by force. 

STORY XX. 

However much the excellent Sheikh Shamsu'd-din 
Abii'l-faraj-bin-JauzP60 commanded me to abandon music, 
and directed me towards retirement and solitude, the 
vigour of my youth prevailed, and sensual desires con
tinued to crave. Maugre my will, I went some steps 
contrary to the advice of my preceptor, and enjoyed the 
delights of music and conviviality. When the admoni
tions of my master returned to my recollection, I used to 
exclaim, 

COUPLET. 

" E'en the ~a~i would applaud us, could he of our 
party be; 

Thou Mul;ltasib! quaff the wine-cup, and thou wilt the 
drunkard free." 

Till one night I joined the assembly of a tribe, and saw 
amongst them a minstrel. 

UIO Ross reads Abii'l-faral}., as I felt inclined to do; but 
Gladwin, Semelet, and Sprenger read Abii'l-faraj. He was 
SA-di's preceptor, and was the son of an eminent poet and sage, 
who died A.H. 597. 





CHAPTER IL STORY XX. 9 1 

In the morning, by way of a blessing, I took my 
turban from my head, and some dinars 169 from my belt, 
and laid them before the minstrel, and embraced him, 
and returned him many thanks. My friends observed 
that the feeling I evinced towards him was contrary to 
what was usual, and ascribed it to the meanness of my 
understanding, and laughed at me privately. One of 
them extended the tongue of opposition, and began to 
reproach me, saying, "This thing thou hast done accords 
not with the character of the wise; thou hast given the 
tattered robe, which is the dress of darweshes, to such 
a musician as has never in his whole life had one diram 163 

in his hand, nor a particle of gold on his drum. 

DISTICHS. 

Such minstrel (from this mansion far be he !) 
As in one place none twice will ever see. 
The moment that his strains his gullet leave, 
The hairs upon his hearer's flesh upheave. 
The sparrow flies from horror at his note ; 
Our brain he shatters, while he splits his throat." 

I said, "It is advisable for you to shorten the tongue 
of reproach, for, to me, his miraculous powers have been 
clearly evinced." He replied, "Acquaint me with these 
circumstances, that we may approach him,IM and ask 
forgiveness for the joke which has been passed." I 
replied, "It is by reason of this, because my preceptor 

112 The dinar is nearly equal to a ducat or sequin, about nine 

shillings; but, according to the ~iniin-i Islam, only five. 

168 A silver coin, worth, according to some, twopence. 

1M Sprenger's reading of ~W y.,i£J ~ hamchunfn 

ta~arrub numaim, seems better than y.,i£J ~~ hamkunan 

ta~arrub. The i!i.fat under the ~ n, of ~~ hamkunan, 
in my edition, is a misprint. 



OR, ROSE 

had repeatedly commanded me to give up music, and 
amply advised me, but his words had not entered the 
ear of my acceptance; to-night, however, my auspicious 
fortune and happy destiny conducted me to this mona
stery, where, by means of this musician, I have repented, 
vowing that I ',,"if ill zmver again betake myself to music \65 

or con"ifZ 
STANZA. 

mouth, lip"if" 
they'll ",Z',,,,Z,,,,,,,,,,, 

1.1 ijiiz, 166 all 
From a vile minstrel's gullet pain impart. 

They 
manIier"if 
ever I 
abstainezl 

SToRY XXI. 

"Of 

STANZA. 

Not e'en in jest a playful word is said, 

thuu learn 
What
that I 

But to the wise, 'twill prove a fruitful theme. 
To fools, a hundred chapters may be read 

Of grave import; to them they'll jesting seem. 

STORY XXII. 

They religious man, would 

116 The eem ,amis, appears to be "the circular ecstatic dance 
of ~eshes." In my edition, a J wa is omitted between t.t-. 
Bama, and ~~ mukhiilatat. -

1M The names of three favourite musical modes; and not even 
these, says Stdi, can please us if the musician be a bad one. 
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eat three poundsl67 of food, and before dawn go through 
the ~ur'iin in his devotions. A holy man heard of this, 
and said, "If he were to eat half a loaf, and go to sleep, 
he would be a much better man than he is." 

STANZA. 

Keep thou thy inward man from surfeit free, 
That thou, therein, the light of heaven may see. 
Art thou of wisdom void P 'tis that with bread 
Thou'rt to thy nostrils over-surfeited. 

STORY XXIII. 

The divine grace caused the lamp of mercy to shine on 
the path of one lost in sin, so that he entered the circle 
of men of piety. By the happy influence of the society 
of darweshes, and the sincerity of their prayers, his evil 
qualities were exchanged for good ones, and he withdrew 
his hand from sensuality; and, nevertheless, the tongue 
of calumniators was lengthened with regard to him, to the 
effect that he was, just as before, subject to the same 
habits, and that no confidence could be placed in his 
devotion and uprightness. 

COUPLET. 

By penitence thou mayst exempted be 
From wrath divine: man's tongue thou canst not flee. 

He was unable to endure the injustice of their tongues, 
and complained to the superior of his order, and said, 
"I am harassed by the tongues of men." His preceptor 

187 In my edition I read ~ r-:j nim man, "half a man," 
the man being, according to Chardin, 51b. 11 oz.; but the other 
editors, Sprenger, Semelet, etc., read ~ $,j dal} man, "ten 
mans," or 58 lb. 12 oz., which is surely ridiculous. In India, 
the "man" is = 40 sers, or 80Ibs., which would prove too 
much even for the appetites of these gentlemen. 
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and should confide the government to him. It happened 
that the first person who entered the city-gate was it 
beggar, who throughout his whole life had collected 
scrap after scrap, and sewn rag upon rag. The Pillars 
of the State, and ministers of the late king, executed 
his will, and bestowed on him the country and the trea
sure. The darwesh carried on the government for a time, 
when some of the great nobles turned their necks from 
obeying him, and the princes of the surrounding countries 
rose up on every side to oppose him, and arrayed their 
armies against him. In short, his troops and his subjects 
were thrown into confusion, and a portion of his territory 
departed from his possession. The darwesh was in a state 
of dejection at this circumstance, when one of his old 
friends, who was intimate with him in the time of his 
poverty, returned from a journey, and, finding him in 
this exalted position, said, "Thanks be to God (may He 
be honoured and glorified!) that thy lofty destiny has 
aided thee, and thy auspicious fortune has led thee on, 
so that thy rose has come forth from the thorn, and the 
thorn from thy foot, and thou hast arrived at this rank, 
, surely with calamity comes rejoicing.' 174 

COUPLET. 

The bud now blossoms; withered now is found: 
The tree now naked; now with leaves is crowned." 

He replied, "0 brother! condole with me; for there is 
no room for felicitation. When thou sawest me, I was 
distressed for bread, and now I have the troubles of a 
world upon me." 

DISTICHS. 

Have we no wordly gear-'tis grief and pain: 
Have we it-then its charms our feet enchain. 
Can we than this a plague more troublous find, 
Which absent, present, still afHicts the mind ? 

m "After pain comes pleasure;" "Aprssla peine Ie plaisir." 
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VERSE. 

A young moon that e'en saints might lead astray, 
Angel in form, a peacock in display, 
When once beheld, not hermits could retain 
Their holy state, nor undisturbed remain. 

In like mauner, after her, the king sent a slave, a 
youth of rare beauty and of graceful proportions. 

STANZA. 

RoutJd him, 'Who seems cupbearer, people sink; 
OJ thirst they die, he git·es them not to drink. 
The eyes that see him, still unsated crave, 
As dropsy thirsts amid the Euphrates' wave. 

The holy man began to feed on dainties and wear soft 
raiment, and to find gratification and enjoyment in fruits 
and perfumes, as well as to survey the beauty of the 
youth and of the damsel; and the wise have said, "The 
ringlets of the beautiful are the fetters of reason, and 
a snare to the bird of intelligence." 

COUPLET. 

In thy behoof, my heart, my faith, my intellect, I vow; 
In truth, a subtle bird am I; the snare this day art thou. 

In short, the bliss of his tranquil state began to decline; 
as they have said, 

STANZA. 

" All that exist--disciples, doctors, saints, 
The pure and eloquent alike, all fail 

When once this world's base gear their minds attaints, 
As flies their legs in honey vainly trail." 

At length the king felt a desire to visit him. & 
found the recluse altered in appearance from what he 
was before, with a florid complexion, and waxen fat, 
pillowed on a cushion of brocade, and the fairy-faced 
slave standing at his head, with a fan of peacock's 







CIiAPTER II. STORY XXXVII. 

SToRY XXXVI. 

A darwesh arrived at a place where the master of the 
house was of a beneficent disposition. A number of 
excellent persons, who were also endowed with eloquence, 
attended his circle, and each one of them, as is customary 
with men of wit, uttered some bon-mot or pleasantry. 
The darwesh had traversed the desert, and was fatigued, 
and had eaten nothing. One of them said in jest, "Thou, 
too, must say something." The darwesh said, "I have 
not the talent and eloquence of the others, and have not 
read anything; be satisfied with one couplet from me." 
All eagerly exclaimed, "Say on." He said, 

COUPLET. 

"Hungry I stand, with bread so near my path, 
Like one unwedded by the women's bath." 

All laughed and approved. his wit, and brought a table 
before him. The host said, "Wait a little, friend! as my 
servants are preparing to roast some meat, out small." 
The darwesh raised his head and said, 

COUPLET. 

" Not on my table let this roast meat be, 
Baked as I am, dry bread is roast to me." 

STORY XXXVII. 

A disciple said to his spiritual guide, "What shall I 
do, for I am harassed by people through the frequency 
of their visits to me, and my precious moments are 
disturbed by their coming and going." He replied, 
"Lend to aU who are poor; and demand a loan of all 
who are rich, and they will not come about thee again." 

COUPLET. 

If Islim's van a beggar should precede, 
To China infidels would fly his greed.. 













CHAPTER II. STORY XLVI. 

COUPLET. 

Thou, for one friendly stranger, sacrifice 
A thousand kinsmen who their God despise. 

STORY XL V.l911 

(IN VERSE.) 

In Baghdad once, an aged man of wit 
His daughter to a cobbler gave; 

The cruel fellow so the damsel bit, 
That blood began her lips to lave. 

Next morning, when the father saw her plight, 
He sought his son-in-law and said, 

"What mark of teeth is this? ignoble wight I . 
Her lip's not leather, that thou'st fed 

Upon it thus. I speak this not in jest; 
Take what is right, but cease to scoff. 

When once ill habits have the soul possessed, 
Till. the last day they're not left off." 

STORY XLVI. 

II] 

A lawyer had an extremely ugly daughter, who had 
arrived at maturity; but, notwithstanding her dowry and 
a superabundance of good things, no one shewed any 
desire to wed her. 

COUPLET. 

Brocade and damask but ill grace 
A bride of loathly form and face. 

In short, they were compelled to unite her in the 
nuptial bond with a blind man. They relate that at 
that time there arrived a physician from Ceylon, who 
restored the eyes of the blind to sight. They said to the 

1H This story and the next seem to belong rather to Chapter V. 
8 





CHAPTER II. STOR Y XLVIII. IrS 

qualities is, in fact, a darwesh, though dressed. in a tunic. 
But a babbler, who neglects prayer, and is given to 
sensuality, and the gratification of his appetite; who 
spends his days till night-fall in the pursuit of licentious
ness, and passes his night till day returns in careless 
slumber; eats whatever is set before him, and says what
ever comes uppermost; is a profligate, though he wear 
the habit of a darwesh. 

STANZA. 

o thou! whose outer robe is falsehood, pride, 
While inwardly thou art to virtue dead ; 

Thy curtain 193 of seven colours put aside, 
While th' inner house with mats is poorly spread." 

STORY XLVIII. 
(IN VERSE.) 

I saw some handfuls of the rose in bloom, 
With bands of grass suspended from a dome. 
I said, "What means this worthless grass, that it 
Should in the roses' fairy circle sit P " 
Then wept the grass and said, "Be still! and know 
The kind their old associates ne'er forego. 
Mine is no beauty, hue, or fragrance, true! 
But in the garden of the Lord I grew." 

His ancient servant I, 
Reared by His bounty from the dust; 

Whate'er my quality, 
I'll in His favouring mercy trust. 

No stock of worth is mine, 
Nor fund of worship, yet He will 

A means of help divine; 
When aid is past, He'll save me still. 

198 It is customary in Persia to have a curtain at the portal of 
the house, the richness of which depends on the circwnstances 
of the owner. 
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Those who have power to free, 
Let their old slaves in freedom live, 

Thou Glorious Majesty I 
Me, too, Thy ancient slave, forgive. 

S8di I move thou to resignation's shrine, 
o man of God I the path of God be thine. 
Hapless is he who from this haven turns, 
All doors shall spurn him who this portal spurns. 

STORY XLIX. 

They asked a sage, "Which is better, courage or 
liberality P " He replied, "He who possesses liberality 
has no need of courage." 

COUPLET. 

Graved on the tomb of Bahram Giir we read, 
" Of the strong arm the generous have no need." 

STANZA. 

J.!iitim UK is dead; but to eternity 
His lofty name will live renowned for good. 

Give alms of what thou hast. The vineyard, see I 
Yields more, the more the dresser prunes the wood. 

IN Abii Adi natim-bin-Abdu 'llAh-bin-Sldu'l raI, usually 
called J;Iatim Tai, was an illustrious Arab, renowned for his 
generosity. He lived before Mu1;lammad, but his son Adi, who 
died at the age of 120, in the 68th year of the Hijrah, is said 
to have been a companion of the Prophet. Tai is the name 
of a powerful Arabian tribe, to which 1;£itim belonged. One 
anecdote of ~atim's liberality is very celebrated. The Greek 
Emperor had sent ambassadors to him for a famous horse he 
posseBBed, whose swiftness and beauty were unrivalled, and 
which he valued with an an Arab's pride. When the envoys 
arrived, through some accident he had no food to give them; 
he, therefore, killed his favourite steed, and served up part of 
its flesh. When their hunger was satisfied, the envoys told the 
object of their mission, and were astounded at learning that the 
matchleSB courser had been sacrificed to shew them hospitality. 



CHAPTER III. 

ON THE EXCELLENCE OF CONTENTMENT. 

STORY I . 

.AN African mendicant, in the street of the mercers of 
Aleppo, said, "0 wealthy sirs I if you had but justice and 
we contentment, the custom of begging would be banished 
from the world." 

STANZA. 

Contentment I do thou me enrich; for those 
Who have thee not are blest with wealth in vain. 

Wise Lulpnil.n for his treasure 195 patience chose: 
Who have not patience wisdom ne'er attain. 

SToRY II. 

There were in Egypt two sons of an Amir.l96 One 
studied science; the other gained wealth. The former 
became the most learned man of the age; and the latter 
king of Egypt. The rich one then looked with scorn:ful 
eyes on his learned brother, and said, "I have arrived at 
sovereign power, and thou hast remained in thy poverty 

1" Ross reads -d. ga'f':J', "treasure," which I much prefer to 

~ ku'f':J', "corner," the reading of Gladwin, Semelet, and 
Sprenger. Lu~miin did not choose "retirement." His wisdom 
was cfJplw'l(J"" picked up in the world, not EwU1"'rlj/UTJ. 

188 Niebuhr, in his History of Arabia, tells us that the descen
dants of the Prophet are called Amirs, but the general meaning 
of the word is "nobleman." 





CHAPTER III. STOR Y IV, 

replied, "Be silent! for it is better to die in indigence 
than to expose one's wants to another: as they have said, 

STANZA. 

'Better to suffer, and sew patch o'er patch, 
Than begging letters to the rich to write. 

Truly it doth hell's torments fairly match, 
To mount by others to celestial light.' " 

STORY IV. 

One of the kings of Persia sent a skilful physician to 
wait on MUJ;!~a£~l98 (on whom be peace I). He remained 
some years in the country of Arabia; but no one came to 
test his abilities, nor asked him for medicine. One day 
he presented himself before the Chief of the Prophets (on 
whom be peace!) and complained, saying, "They sent me 
to heal your companions, and during this long interval no 
one has addressed himself to me, that this slave might 
discharge the duty for which he was appointed." The 
Prophet (peace be upon him!) said, "This people have a 
custom of not eating anything till hunger compels them, 
and of withdrawing their hands from the repast while 
still hungry." "This," said the physician, "is the cause 
of their good health." He then kissed the ground re- ' 
spectfully and departed. 

DISTICHS. 

The wise will then begin their speech, 
Then towards food their fingers reach, 
When silence would with ills be rife, 
When fasting would endanger life : 
Such speech were, certes, wisdom, too, 
And from such food will health accrue. 

UI A name of Muqammad. Vide Note 179. 
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desire P " He replied, "Only that it may desire some
thing." 200 

COUPLET. 

For stomachs loaded or oppressed with pain, 
The costliest viands are prepared in vain. 

SToRY X. 

In the city of Wiisit,201 some ~iifis had incurred a debt 
of a few dirams to a butcher. Every day he dunned 
them, and spoke roughly to them. The society were 
distressed by his reproaches, but had no remedy, save 
patience. .A. holy man among them said, "It is easier to 
put off the stomach with a promise of food, than the 
butcher with a promise of payment." 

BTANZA. 

Better renounce the favour of the great, 
Than meet their porter's gibes at thy expense; 

Rather through want of food succumb to fate, 
Than bear the butcher's dunning insolence. 

STORY XI . 

.A. brave man had received a terrible wound in a war 
with the Tartars. Some one said to him, "Such a mer
chant possesses a remedy. If thou ask him, perhaps he 
may give thee a little." Now they say that that merchant 
was as notorious for his stinginess as IJ:iitim Till for his 
liberality. 

Il1O The other translators read ~ 1# nil kkf]iiluul, and render 
thus, "Only that it may not desire anything." This, I think, 
destroys the point of the story. The sick man wanted food, and 
being asked what he would wish to eat, replied, "That his wish 
was, that he could fancy anything." 

101 Wiisit [lit., "middle "] is a city lying between Kiifah and 
Batlrah, on the Tigris, built A.H. 83, by Hajjiij bin Yiisuf .. 
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COUPLET. 

If the sun upon his table-cloth instead of dry bread lay, 
In all the world none would behold again the light of day. 

The warrior replied, "If I ask him. for the remedy, he 
may give it or he may not; and if he give it, it may do 
me good or it may not. In every case to ask of him. is 
deadly poison." 

COUPLET. 

Whoe'er to beg of sordid persons stoops, 
His flesh may profit, but his spirit droops. 

And the wise have said, "Were they, for example, to 
sell the water of life at the price of honour, IlO2 a wise man 
would not buy it; since to die honourably is better than 
to live disgracefully." 

COUPLET. 

The colocynth from friends tastes better far, 
Than sweets from those whose features scowling are. 

SToRY DI. 

One of the learned had a large family and small means. 
He stated his ease to a great personage who entertained 
a favourable opinion of him.. The great man was dis
pleased with the request, and regarded with disappro
bation this annoyance of begging on the part of a man of 
decorum. 

STANZA. 

Seekest thou thy friend P let not thy face be sad 
With thy misfortunes, lest thou cloud his joy: 

When asking favours let thy looks be glad; 
For fortune's not to smiling brows more coy. 

1M There is a play on words here which cannot be preserved 
in English: ..,;» yT db rut, literally, "water of the face," 
signifies" hononr," and is here made to answer to '-=-'~ ~ 
db-' ~idt, "water of life." 
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the intention of accepting his invitation, and came to 
consult with me upon the matter. I withheld my consent, 
and said, 

STANZA. 

"Lions devour not food which dogs forego, 
Of hunger though they perish in their den. 

Give up thy frame to famine, want, and woe; 
But stretch not forth thy hand to baser men. 

A fool a second Faridiin may be 
In wealth; yet him you lightly should esteem. 
Silk and brocade upon th' unworthy seem 

Like gilding on a wall and lazuli." 

SToRY XV. 

They said to I;!iitim TRi, "Hast thou seen or heard of 
anyone in the world more magnanimous than thyself? " 
He replied, " Yes! One day I had sacrificed forty camels, 
and had gone out with the chiefs of the Arabs to a corner 
of the desert; there I saw a wood-cutter, who had 
collected a bundle of thorns. I said, 'Why dost thou not 
go to I.Iiitim's entertainment? for the people have assem
bled at his board.' He replied, 

COUPLET. 

, By theit'own efforts those who earn their bread, 
Need not by I;!iitim TRi's alms be fed..' 

I perceived that' in magnanimity and generosity he was 
my superior.'" 

, •. ~RY XVI. 

The Prophet Mii~204 (on him be peace!) sawadarwesh 
who, to hide his nakedness, had concealed himself in the 
sand, and who said, "0 MiiBl?o! pray for me, that God 
Most High may give me wherewith to live, for I am 80 

306 Moses. 



CHAPTER III. STORY XVI. 

weak as to be at the point of death." Mii~ (peace be 
upon him!) prayed, so that God Most High granted him 
assistance. Some days after, when the Prophet was 
returning from his devotions, he saw the darwesh in 
custody, and surrounded by a crowd of people. He asked, 
"What has befallen him?" They replied, "He drank 
intoxicating liquor, raised a disturbance, and slew a man ; 
now they are going to exact retaliation." 

VERSE. 

Had the poor cat but wings, it would erase 
The sparrow's progeny from nature's face; 
So, too, the feeble, could they but prevail, 
Their fellow-impotents would soon assail. 

Miis~ (peace be on him!) acknowledged the wisdom of 
the Creator, and expressed contrition for his boldness, 
repeating the verse, " And if God had plente0U81y afforded 
subsistence to His creatures, they would have rebelled on the 
earth." 

COUPLET. 

What, proud one! plunged thee in this hapless plight .~ 
Would that the ant ne'er had the power of flight ! 

VERSE. 

When to a blockhead riches, rank accrue, 
His folly on his head a buffet brings. 

Is not this proverb of the sages true? 
"'Twere better for the ant not to have wings." 

COUPLET. 

Of honey hath the Sire a plenteous store; 
But the son's feverish [and must not have more]. 200 

COUPLET. 

That Being, who increases not thy wealth, 
Better than thou, knows what is for thy health. 

106 That is, our Heavenly Father has store of blessings; but 
man needs chastisement rather than indulgence. 
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DISTICHS. 

When by kind means succeeds not an affair, 
Rough treatment then we must apply and force. 

Whoever of himself will nothing spare, 
Others will him, too, nothing spare, of course. 

STORY XXII. 

13 1. 

I met206 with a merchant who had a hundred and fifty 
camels of burthen and forty slaves and servants. One 
night, in the island of Kish, he took me to his room, and 
did not cease the whole night from talking in a rhodo
montade fashion, and saying, "I have such a correspon
dent in Turkistan, and such an agency in Hindiistan; 
and this paper is the title-deed of such a piece of ground, 
and for such a thing I have such a person as security." 
At one time he said, "I intend to go to Alexandria, as 
the climate is agreeable." At another, "No! for the 
western sea is boisterous; 0 Saw! I have one more 
journey before me: when that is accomplished I shall 
retire for the rest of my life and give up trading." I 
said, "What journey is that?" He replied, "I shall 
take Persian sulphur to China, for I have heard that it 
brings a prodigious price there; and thence I shall take 
China-ware to Greece, and Grecian brocade to India, and 
Indian steel to Aleppo, and mirrors of Aleppo to Y aman, 207 

and striped cloth of Yaman to Persia, and after that I 
shall give up trading and sit at home in my shop." He 
continued for some time rambling in this strain until he 
had no power to utter more. He then said, "0 Sadi! do 
thou say something of what thou hast seen and heard." 
I replied, "Thou hast not left me a single subject to talk 
about." 

2118 Literally, "saw"; but here one may translate it, "was in 
the habit of seeing." 

lIO'J Arabia Felix. 
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VERSE. 

Hast thou not heard what once a merchant cried, 
As in the desert from his beast he sank P 

"The worldling's greedy eye is IJatisfied, 
Or by contentment or the grave-yard dank." 

STORY xnll. 

I have heard of a wealthy man who was as famous for 
his parsimony asl}:iitim 'fiii for generosity. His outward 
estate was adorned with riches, but the baseness of his 
nature was 80 inherent in him that he would not have 
given a loaf to save a life, nor would have indulged the 
cat of Abu Hurairah 1'18 with a scrap, nor have cast a bone 
to the dog of the Companions of the Cave. In short, no 
one ever saw his mansion with the doors open, nor his 
table spread. 

COUPLET. 

No darwesh knew his viands save by smell, 
Nor birds picked crumbs which from his table fell. 

I have heard that he was voyaging to Egypt by the 
western sea with all the pride of Pharaoh, accord,ng to the 
UJords of the Most High, "until h1.8 submersion arrived:" 
.All of a sudden an adverse wind sprang up round the 
vessel: as they have said, 

COUPLET. 

" Thy peevish mind all things must still displease. 
The ship not always finds a favouring breeze." . 

He raised his hands in prayer, and began to make 
unavailing lamentations. God Most High has said, " When 
they embark in a skip, tkey pray to God." . 
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STORY XXIV. 

A strong fish fell into the net of a weak fisherman. 
He had not strength to secure it; the fish got the better 
of him, dragged the net from his hands, and escaped. 

STANZA. 

The slave went forth for water from the brook, 
The streamlet rose and bore the slave away. 

Each time the net its prize of fishes took, 
But of the net the fish made prize to-day. 

The other fishermen were vexed, and reproached him, 
saying, "Such a fish fell into thy net, and thou couldst 
not keep it !" He replied, "0 brothers! what could I 
do P seeing that it was not my lucky day, and the fish 
had some days remaining."210 

MAXIM. 

A fisherman without luck cannot capture a fish in the 
Tigris; and unless his predestined time be come, a fish 
will not die on the dry land. 

STORY XXV. 

One whose hands and feet had been cut off killed a 
millepede. A devout personage passed by and said, 
" Holy God! though it had a thousand feet, yet, when 
its time was come, it could not escape from one without 
either hands or feet." 

110 There is a play on the words here which cannot be well 
preserved in English. '-:!)J) nisI, signifies" luck tt as well as 
"days" [i.6. remnant of life]. 
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The second is the learned man, from whose sweetness of 
speech, and power of language, and stock of eloquence, 
wherever he goes, all hasten to serve him and do him 
honour. 

BTANZA. 

The wise man's nature is like purest gold: 
Where' er he comes all know his value, prize his worth. 

But men will, cheap as leathern money, hold 
The witless lord, save in the land that gave him birth. 

The third is the beautiful person, being such that the 
heart214 of persons of eminence inclines to friendship with 
him, and his society is regarded by them as a fortunate 
circumstance, and his service as a favour: as they have 
said: 'A little beauty is better than much wealth: a 
fair countenance is a salve for heart-sickness, and the key 
of closed doors.' 

STANZA. 

Let beauty travel where it will, it finds respectful greeting, 
Though its own parents, wrathfully, should drive it 

from its home. 
One day, amid the ~ur'iin's leaves, a peacock's feather 

meeting, 
I said, 'This place exceeds thy worth, thou dost it 

not become.' 
I Peace I ' it replied, 'for to each one who wears the charm 

of beauty, 
Go where he will, all him receive with favour as a 

duty.' 
VERSE. 

When the son beauty has, and courtesy, 
Let him not care how cold his sire may be. 

21' M. Semelet recommends Jd kunatl for .xd "unaM, and 
Dr. Sprenger reads it; I do not, therefore, hesitate to adopt 
it in this translation. 
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He is a pearl, what if the shell be lost? 
Who for a pricelesst15 pearl will grudge the cost P 

The fourth is he who posse88eS a sweet voice; who, with 
the throat of David, ~strains the water from flowing, 
and arrests the bird in its flight; and, moreover, by 
means of this excellence, captivates the hearts of men, 
and spiritual persons eagerly desire his companionship. 

COUPLET. 

My ears attend hiB melody; 
Who's thiB WhOBe hands216 the lute-strings try? 

STANZA. 

How winningly a soft and tender voice 
Comes to the ears of friends, whom th' early bowl 

Makes blithe! in it, more than in looks, rejoice 
.All hearts; these the sense gladden: that the soul. 

The fifth is the artisan, who gains the means of support 
by the labour of his arm, so that his character is not 
jeoparded for bread: as the wise have said, 

STANZA. 

, H want from his own city should expel 
A cotton-carder, he'd not feel distress; 

But if the king of Nimroz, ruined, fell 
From his high place, he'd slumber supperless.' 

Qualities such as I have described are a means of consola
tion in travel, and a sweet cause of enjoyment; but one 

211 There is a very good. equivoque here which cannot be 
repeated in English: ~ yatltn, signifies "unique, precious," 
and also "orphan." 

218 For the ~\.!.tl\ &".~ ~-u'l-mtl§iinl in the second line, 
which is the common reading, Dr. Sprenger has the better (in 
my opinion) reading: ~G..tJ\ ~ laB,a-u'l mal/ani, "he 
handled the strings." -
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So he travelled on till he came to the brink of a stream, 
by the violence of which stone was dashed upon stone,' 
and. whose noise resound.ed. to the distance of a parasang.1Il7 

COUPLET. 

A stream so dread, not birds were safe amid its waters' 
roar; 

The smallest of its waves would sweep a mill-stone from 
its shore. 

There he saw a party of men who had each of them 
obtained a seat in a ferry-boat, for a small piece of gold, 
and whose baggage was ready packed. The young man's 
hand was closed. from payment, but he loosened the 
tOngue of compliment. In spite of all his supplication 
they rendered him no assistance, but said, 

COUPLET. 

"Thou canst not make thy strength of arm the want of 
gold supply; 

And hast thou gold, thou needest not to threaten or 
defy." 

The rude boatman turned from him with a laugh, and 
said, 

COUPLET. 

" Gold thou hast not; the passage o'er by force may not 
be won; 

What is the strength of ten men here P bring thou the 
gold for one." 

The young man was incensed at this sarcasm, and 

117 Chardin explains this word 88 d.:- V')J jars sang, 
"Persian stone j" a word written by H'erodotus and other 
Greek authors, napauavya, paraaanga: "n para1t, par la 
signification du mot Fars-8eng, qu'anciennement les lieues 
etaient marquees par de grandes et Mutes pierres, tant danll 
1'0rient que dans l'Occident. On dit en latin, Ad primum vel 
secundum lapidem." 
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burned. to revenge himself upon him. The boat had put 
off; he called out, "If thou wilt be content with this 
garment I am. wearing, I will nQt refuse to give it." The 
boatman's avarice was roused.; he put back the boat. 

COUPLET. 

The eyes of men, though sharp, are closed. by avarice; 
Greed will both bird and fish towards the net entice. 

As soon as the young man's hand could reach the beard 
and collar of the boatman, he dragged him forward and 
knocked. him down without mercy. His comrades218 came 
out of the boat to help him, and meeting with the same 
rough treatment, turned their backs, finding it their best 
plan to make peace with him, and excuse him the passage· 
money. 

DISTICHS. 

Act thou forbearingly when discord's rife, 
For gentleness will close the gates of strife. 
When thou seest broils arise, use courtesy; 
A sharp sword cuts not silk, though soft it be. 
With honeyed words, good humour on thy side, 
Thou, with a hair, an elephant mayst guide. 

They fell at his feet, with excuses for their past conduct, 
and imprinted hypocritical kisses on his forehead and 
face, and brought him into the boat, and proceeded till 
they arrived at a pillar of a Grecian building which 
remained standing amid the waters. The boatman said, 
"The boat is in danger; let one of you, who is most 
courageous and valiant, and powerful, go to this pillar, 
and lay hold of the boat's hawser, that we may pass by 

318 Dr. Sprenger reads ~.M! LP.J~ yii'l'aaA iimaiJancl, M. 
Semelet.M\ LP.J ~ yii'l'aaA iimad. I must confeBS I prefer my 
own reading ~.MI J.i~~ yii'l'iinaaA iimaiJand. 







CHAPTER III. STOR Y XXVIII. J 45 

an Arab had amassed a few dirhams: he could not sleep 
when alone in his house from dread of the Liiris.222 He 
brought one of his friends to be with him that he might 
get rid of the terrors of solitude by the sight of him. 
The friend remained some nights in his company, but as 
soon as he found out where his dirhams were, he carried 
them off and went on his travels. The next morning 
they saw the Arab despoiled and lamenting. They said, 
, What is the matter? has some robber carried off those 
dirhams of thine?' He replied, 'No I by Heaven, the 
guard has taken them.' 

STANZA. 

With a companion I ne'er felt secure 
Until I learned his inward qualities. 

Wounds from a foeman's tooth are worse t' endure 
When he has shown himself in friendship's guise. 

How know ye, 0 my friends I whether this young man, 
also, be not of the number of the robbers, and sent among 
us through stratagem, in order that, on a favourable 
opportunity, he may communicate with his friends? I, 
therefore, think it expedient to leave him asleep, and 
proceed on our journey." The people of the caravan 
approved of the old man's advice, and felt a dread of the 
athlete arise in their hearts. They packed up their goods, 
and left the young man sleeping. He did not discover 
this until the sun was shining on his shoulders; he then 
raised his head, and saw that the caravan had departed. 
After wandering about a long time, he could not find his 
way, and thirsty and hungry, he placed his face on the 
ground, and fixed his thoughts on destruction, and said, 

:m The LurIs are the people of Luristan, a mountainous 
province of Persia, to the north-east of Khuzistan, and having 
Kiirdistiin to the north. The inhabitants are notorious thieves. 

10 
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COUPLET. 

" Gone 223 are tke yellow camelB now: wko toill addres8 me 
more .~ 

The poor man kas no comrade-no comrade but tke poor. 

COUPLET. 

With the poor wanderer they will harshly deal, 
Who ne'er experienced what the friendless feel." 

He was uttering these words when a prince, who, in 
pursuit of a quarry, had got to a distance from his retinue, 
came and stood. over him. He heard what he said; and 
looking on his form, saw that his external shape was 
comely, while his appearance betokened wretchedness. 
He asked him whence he was, and how he had come 
there? He related a portion of what had befallen him. 
The prince pitied him, bestowed on him a dress and gifts, 
and sent a confidential servant along with him to see him 
back to his own city. His father was glad to see him, 
and returned thanks for his safety. At night, he told his 
father what had befallen him; of the adventure of the 
boat, and of the injurious conduct of the boatman, and of 
the peasants, and of the treachery of the people of the 
caravan. The father said," 0 son! did I not tell thee at 
the time of thy departure that the hands of the empty. 
handed, however brave they may be, are fettered, and 
their lion's claws broken. 

COUPLET. 

That needy gladiator said right well, 
A grain of gold doth pounds 224 of strength excel." 

The son said, "0 father! undoubtedly, until thou 

2t3 The word Fj lumm, signifies" bridled," but in this place 
it refers to departure. 

m Literally, "fifty man8," a weight which has been explained 
before. 





rare, and govern one's ffvents of 
rare occurrence. Beware lest thou be led by this greedi
ness to hover a second time round this snare. 

COUPLET. 

The hunter does not always win the prey, 
tiger may him of ooJ 0 

As, stone in 
occasion he some of 

fffC" "'CC"I". to amuse mosque 
near Mu~allii, and y,hat they 
should tmspend the ring over the dome of ~ad, saying 
that the ring should be the property of him who could 
send an arrow through it. It befell that four hundred 
archers, who plyed their bows in his service, shot at 
the ring. All of them missed. But a stripling, at 
play, WceJ arrows at randcelili mccnastery, 
when thff hreeze carried thJGugh the 
circle They bestowfffl hJlon him, 
and fff ith gifts beyGml The 
boy, aftlfJ lmmed his bow and asked 
him why he did so. He replied, 'That my first glory 
may remain unchanged.' 0 

STANZA. 

The sage whose bright mind mirrors truth, 
May sometimes wander wide of it: 

miJtake, the simph& 
his shaft, the 

STORY XXIXe 

I have heard of a darwesh who had taken up his abode 
in a cave, and had closed the door before him on the 
world; while, in the eye of his lofty independence, kings 
and rich men had lost consideration. 



CHAPTTT STSRY XXIX. 

STANZA. 

Wbo, on himself, the door of begging opes, 
Will, to his death, in want remain. 
Quit greed, and as a monarch reign, 

For proud his station who for nothing hopes. 

of the neighbrmrmg 
relicc'<l on the condo23f;om3ioli 

would come 

signified to 
courteous UlicrnCCCcr'f, 

of his bread 
invitation is Oli7cGTkliS 

The next day king 
went to apologize for the trouble226 he had given him. 
The devotee arose and embraced the king, and treated 
him kindly. Wben the king was gone, one of the com
panions of the Shekh asked him, saying, "It is unusual 
with thee to display such tokens of regard to a king; 

hidden meaning this?" He repliogc 
liut heard that thng 

sat, If at another's 
'Tis right; in Gild on him wait. 

DISTICHS. 

The ear may never through one's life 
Hear sound of tabor, lute, or fife : 
The eye abstain from floral show: 
The brain the not know = 
Though pillowml the head 
May on a stone 
.And when our one hold, 
On our own brr::±±t lhem fold. 
But this vile dull, 
Will never rest unless 'tis £ull. 

228 Literally, "for excusing his service (i.e. lack of service) 
to him." 

2:11 I omit the N arcissu8, metri oau8d. 





CHAPTER IV, STOR Y IV, 

matter." The son replied, "0 father! it is thy command; 
I will not tell; acquaint me, however, with the advantage 
to be derived from keeping the affair secret." The father 
answered, "In order that we may not have two misfor
tunes to encounter-first, the loss of our money; and 
secondly, the malignant rejoicings of our neighbours." 

COUPLET. 

Do not to foes thy sufferings impart, 
Lest, while they seem to grieve, they joy at heart.slIO 

STORY III. 

An intelligent young man, who possessed an ample 
stock of admirable accomplishments and a rare intellect, 
notwithstanding, uttered not a word whenever he was 
seated in the company of the wise. At length, his father 
said, "0 son! why dost not thou also say somewhat of 
that thou knowest?" He replied, "I fear lest they 
should ask me something of which I am ignorant, and I 
should bring on myself disgrace." 

STANZA. 

One day a ~ii£i (hast thou heard it told ?) 
By chance was hammering nails into his shoe: 

Then of his sleeve an officer caught hold, 
And said, "Come thou! and shoe my charger too! " 

COUPLET •. 

Art silent? none can meddle with thee. When 
Thou once hast spoken, thou must prove it then. 

STORY IV. 

A learned man of high reputation had a dispute with a 
heretic, and did not get the better of him in argument. 

tao Literally, "While they repeat the deprecatory formula, 
There is no power or strength but in God." 
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He cast away his shield, and took to flight.231 Some one 
said to him, "Hadst thou, notwithstanding all thy learning 
and address, and eminent qualities and sagacity, no argu
ment left with which to combat an infidel?" He replied, 
"My knowledge is the ~ur'an, and the traditions of the 
Prophet and the doctrines of the fathers; and he believes 
not in these things, and will not attend to them; and in 
what shall I be benefited by listening to his impieties? " 

COUPLET. 

To those who doctrine and ~ur'iin deny, 
To answer nothing is the best reply. 

STORY V. 

The physician Galen, on seeing a fool lay hold of the 
collar of a learned man and disgrace him, said, "Had 
this been a wise man, his dealings with a fool would not 
have reached this point." 

DISTICHS. 

The wise will not in hate or strife engage; 
Nor with a simpleton contends the sage. 
When fools, in savage words, their thoughts express, 
The wise will soothe them by their gentleness. 
Two men of judgment will not break a hair, 
Thus 'twixt the headlong and the mild 'twill fare. 
But should the band that parts them be a chain, 
Two fools would quickly break its links in twain. 

STORY VI. 

Sa.l;thiin Wiiil2S2 has been regarded as unrivalled in 
eloquence, inasmuch as he could speak a whole year 
before an assembly without ever being guilty of repeti-

231 Metaphorical expressions for giving up the dispute. 
232 Name of a celebrated Arabian poet. 
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tion; and should the same idea recur, he would express it 
in different language. And this is one of the accomplish
ments requisite for courtiers. 

DISTICHS. 

Thy speech may be attractive, just, and sweet, 
Worthy to be approved by judgment nice; 

But when once spoken, ne'er the same repeat, 
For once to swallow sweetmeats will suffice. 

STORY VII. 

I heard a sage say, "No one avows his ignorance but, 
the man, who, while another is speaking, and has not yet 
finished, commences speaking himself." 

DISTICHS. 

Each several theme beginning has and end, 
Therefore weave not discourse within discourse. 

A man of judgment, wit, and sense, my friend I 
Speaks not until thy words have had their course. 

STORY VIII. 

Some of the servants of Sultan Ma\tmiid asked I,Iasan 
Maimandi,233 "What did the Sul~!1n say to thee to-day 
about a certain affair?" He replied, "It will not have 
been concealed from you ,too?" 234 They answered, 

t33 Kh~ajah A1;I.mad-bin ~asan, called Maimandi, from the 
town of Maimand where he was born, was the vazir of Sultan 
Ma4miid of Ghazni. His enemies, and particularly Altantush, 
the General of Ma1;l.miid's forces, endeavoured to ruin him with 
the king, but were constantly baffied through the Queen's 
influence. Firdausi, the author of the Sbiih-namah, was in
troduced to the Sultan by ~asan. 

au Dr. Sprenger reads ~ '-:J na bilakad for my .),j W namanad, 
and ~,r-!.JJ r J ~ I.hL. j.:r ~ F,akir-i aMir-i 
aleltanatl wa muakir-i tadhir-i mamlakat for my ~(L...., )~.) 
dastiir-i mamlakat. ~ 











CHAPTER V. 

ON LOVE AND YOUTH. 

STORY I. 

They asked ~asan Maimandi, "How is it that, although 
Sul~ Ma\J.miid has so many handsome slaves, every one 
of whom is the wonder of the world, and the marvel of 
the age, he has not such a regard or affection for any 
one as for Ayaz,237 who is not remarkable for beauty?" 
He replied, "Whatever pleases the heart appears fair to 
the eye." 

DISTICHS. 

The man for whom the Sul~n shews esteem, 
Though bad in every act, will virtuous seem. 
But whom the mona~h pleases to reject, 
None of his retinue will e'er affect. 

STANZA. 

When with antipathy we eye a man, 
We see in Joseph's beauty, want of grace: 

.And, prepossessed, should we a demon scan, 
He'd seem a cherub with an angel's face. 

STORY II. 

I remember that one night a dear friend of mine entered 
my door, and I rose from my seat with such impatience 
[to receive him] that I put out my lamp with my sleeve. 

23'1 Gladwin writes this name Iyaz, and I have followed him 
in my Vocabulary; but with Semelet, Ross, and Richardson on 
the other side, I feel bound to adopt the spelling given above. 



CHAPTER V. STORY III. 159 

VERSES. 

By night a spectre came, and with its form lit up the gloom; 
Methought it well would suit me for a guide throughout the 

night.238 

" Hail!" I e:cclaimed, U Well art thou come! for thee i8 
ample room; 

Ilooe thee, for the darkne88 flie8 before th1/ radiance bright." 

COUPLET. 

I said, astonished at my destiny, 
" Whence has this happy fortune come to me ? " 

He sate down and began to remonstrate with me, 
saying, "Why, at the moment that thou sawest me, didst 
thou extinguish the lamp?" I replied, "I imagined that 
the sun had entered; and the witty have said, 

STANZA. 

, If one obscure the lamp with presence vile, 
Arise and him before th' assembly smite : 

But, if he have sweet lips and honeyed smile,23D 
Seize thou his sleeve, and theD; put out the light.' " 

STORY III. 

A person had not seen his mend for a long interval. 
At last he met him and said, "Where wert thou? for I 
longed after thee." He replied, "Better longing than 
loathing." 

218 These three lines are not in ROSB, Gladwin or Semelet. 
I inserted them in my edition, and am now glad to :find 
my judgment confirmed by Dr. Sprenger, in whose edition 
they are likewise to be found, with some trifling difference of 
reading. 

2Ie They would be of no use in his radiant presence, which of 
itself would dispel the darkne88. 
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COUPLET. 

Gay idol of my soul' late eamest thou' 
Not soon will I release thy garment now. 

VERSE. 

'Tis better that our friend we seldom see, 
Than to behold him to satiety.2to 

SENTIMENT. 

When a fair one comes attended by companions, she 
comes only to torment us; because, in that case, there 
must arise the jealousy and discord of rivals. 

COUPLET. 

Oomeat thou attended, then thou comeat me only to distre88; 
Thou comeat truly to make war, tlwugh peace thy looka 

ea:pre88. 
STANZA. 

But for an instant should my friend prefer 
To be with others, envy would me slay. 

" SMi , " he smiling cried, "Would this deter 
Me this assembly's beacon? what, I say, 
Imports it that in me ~oths quench life's ray! " 

STORY IV. 

I remember that, in former days, I and a friend of 
mine were so much associated together that we were like 
two kemels in one almond. All at once I happened to 
find it requisite to take a journey. When, after some 
time, I returned, he began to reproach me for not sending 
a messenger to him during such an interval. I replied, 
" I was unwilling that the eyes of the messenger should 
be brightened by thy beauty, while I remained excluded." 

He) I prefer the reading ~ hilt to that of f kam in my edition, 

which, however, if read, must be taken with .r 8er. 
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COUPLET. 

'Twill for a prison to the good suffice, 
To herd them with the worthless sons of vice. 

What crime have I committed in punishment for which 
my £ate has involved me in such a calamity, and im
prisoned me with a conceited fool like this, at once 
worthless and fatuous P " 

STANZA. 

All would that wall with loathing fly 
Which bore impressed thy effigy : 
And if thy lot in Eden fell, 
All others would make choice of Hell. 

I have brought this example to show that, how strong 
soever the disgust a wise man may feel for a fool, a fool 
regards with a hundred times more aversion a wise man. 

COUPLETS. 

A pious man, 'mid dance and song, was seated with the 
gay; 

One of Balkh's beauties saw him there, and marked the 
mirth decay: 

"Do we, then, weary thee? " he said, "at least, uncloud 
thy brow; 

For we, too, feel thy presence here is bitterness enow. 

QUATRAIN. 

This social band like roses is and lilies joined in one, 
And 'mid them thou, a withered stick, upspringest all 

alone; 
Like winter's cruel cold art thou, or like an adverse 

blast,-
Thou sittest there like fallen snow, ice-bound and frozen 

fast." 







CHAPTER V. STORY IX. 

and cool my flame with water. All of a sudden, from the 
dark portico of a house, I beheld a bright form appear, of 
such beauty that the tongue of eloquence would fail in 
narrating her charms. She came forth as morn succeeding 
a dark night, or as the waters of life issuing from the 
gloom. She held in her hand a cup of snow-water, in 
which she had mixed sugar and the juice of the grape. 
I know not whether she had perfumed it with her own 
roses, or distilled into it some drops from the bloom of 
her countenance. In short, I took the cup from her fair 
hand, and drained its contents, and received new life. 
"The thirBt of my heart cannot be 8laked with a drop 0/ 
water, nor if I8hould drink river8 would it be le88ened." 

STANZA. 

Most blest that happy one whose gaze intense 
Rests on such face at each successive ·morn ; 

The drunk with wine at midnight may his sense 
Regain; but not till the last day shall dawn 
Will love's intoxication reach its bourne. 

STORY IX. 

Once, in the caravan of I;£ijiiz, a darwesh accompanied 
us. One of the Arab chiefs had bestowed on him a 
hundred dinars, for the support of his family. All of a 
sudden the robbers of the tribe Khafiichah attacked the 
caravan, and spoiled it of everything. The merchants 
began to weep and lament, and pour forth unavailing 
complaints. 

COUPLET 

Thou mayest complain, or cry, Alack! 
The thieves the gold will not give back. 

But that darwesh, in his tattered garb, retained his 
composure, and his manner underwent no change. I 
said, "Perhaps they have not taken thy money?" He 
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replied, "Y as! they have taken it. However, I had not 
such an attachment for that money~ that I should 
break my heart at losing it." 

COUPLET. 

Thy heart from loving thing or person guard; 
For to recall affection is·most hard. 

I said, "What thou hast uttered is a-propos of my con
dition; for in my youth I had formed a friendship with 
a young man, and entertained a sincere attachment for 
him to that degree that his beauty was the point of 
adoration of my eyes, and my intimacy with him as it 
were the interest on the capital of life. 

STANZA. 

It may be angels do not; man I trow 
Ne'er did his beauty equal on this earth. 

By friendship's self friends are forbidden now, 
For after him his like shall ne'er find birth. 

Suddenly the foot of his existence went down into the 
clay of death, and the smoke of separation arose from his 
family.lM6 I watched for days at the head of his grave, 
and this is one of the many things which I uttered 
touching his 1088 :-

STANZA. 

Death like a thorn transfixed thy foot. .Ah! then, 
Would that fate's cruel sword me too had slain ; 

Then I'd ne'er missed thee from thy fellow-men. 
Thou on whose dust my head is laid-in vain t 
Dust be on it! [thou ne'er shalt breathe again]. 

246 The darwesh had only just got it as a present, and I 
imagine his words partly imply that he had not had time to 
grow fond of it. 

2t8 There is a play on words here which it is altogether im
possible to retain in English. '"')'"' dild, "smoke," also signifies 
" anguish;" and the word for "family" in Persian, ~ l.,",),", 
dudman, strongly resembles it. 
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STANZA.. 

Would that those who seek to blame me 
Oould thy face, 0 fairest! see; 

Theirs would then the loBS and shame be : 
While amazed, intent on thee, 

They would wound their hands while they 
OareleBS with the orange248 play: 

That the truth of the reality might testify to the ap~
ance I claim for her!" The king was inspired with a 
desire to behold her beauty, in order to know what sort 
of person it was who was the cause of such mischief. He 
commanded, and they sought for her, and, searching 
through the Arab families, found her, and brought her 
before the king, in the court of the royal pavilion. The 
king surveyed her countenance, and beheld a perSon of a 
dark complexion and weak form. She appeared to him 
so contemptible that he thought the meanest of the ser
vants of his \J.a.ram superior to her in beauty and grace. 
Majniin acutely discerned his thoughts and said, "0 
king! it is requisite to survey the beauty of La.i4 from 
the window of the eye of Majniin, in order that the 
mystery of the spectacle may be revealed to you." 

M8 I have amplified these lines a little. The allusion is to 
the story of Joseph and Zulaikhii., the wife of Potiphar. In the 
12th chapter of the ~ur'ii.n we read, "And certain women said 
publicly in the city, 'The nobleman's wife asked her servant 
to lie with her j he hath inflamed her breast with his love, and 
we perceive her to be in a manifest error.' And when she heard 
of this subtle behaviour she sent unto them, and prepared a 
banquet for them, and she gave to each of them a knife j and 
she said unto Joseph, 'Come forth nnto them.' And when 
they saw him, they praised him greatly j and they cnt their 
own hands, and said, 'This is not a mortal,'" etc. 







CHAPTER 

ON E. 

STORY I. 

I was engaged in a dispute with some learned men in 
the principal mosque of Damascus. Suddenly a young 
man enttirr[t and said, "Ikk kHke among 
you who Persian languago pointed 
to me. all well?" 2W k, .An old 
man, and fifty Y[Okrkk 
agoniett ond says 80methitih Persian, 
which is not intelligible to me. If thou wouldest be 80 
kind as to trouble thyself 80 far as to step with me thou 
wilt be rewarded. 251 It may be that he wants to make 
his will." When I reached his pillow, he said this, 

to our " "Whkkkt 
hterally. A simil£n' ttH:RJkl'tCk8kSKkH 

chapter v. verse down 
from the chariot to meet him, and said, • Is all well? ' " Of 
M. Semelet's MSS., one reads ~ ro.!,!," .r.=-- lrluibM' cni8t; and 
another, ~I ~~ ~ chin lrAiilmat tIIlt, ""What is the 
news?" and, ""What service can I do you?" 

161 That is, by God. 
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heard him, and said, "He made choice of the reading, 
because the ~ur'iin is on the tip of his tongue, and the 
gold is in the centre of his heart." 

DISTICHS. 

In sooth, it is an easy task to do, 
To bow the neck; but were alms needed too 
'Twere hard indeed. One dinar but require, 
And, like an ass, he flounders in the mire ; 
But for a chapter of the ~ur'an call,-
Ask only one, he'll gladly give thee all. 

STORY VIII. 

They asked an old man why he did not marry. He 
replied, "I don't think I could fancy an old woman." 
They rejoined, "Espouse a young one, since thou hast 
substance." "Nay," he rejoined, "when I, who am old, 
do not like old women, how is it possible for a young 
woman to like me, an old man?" 









GULISTAiV GARDEN. 

pleasure of Muslims, and whose reading of the 
threw a gloom over men's hearts. A multitude 
boys and young maidens were surrendered to his cruel 
grasp, who neither dared to laugh, nor durst venture on 
convemng. Sometimes he would box the silver cheeks 
of the latter, and put the Ck'ystallegs of the former in the 

In short, I p€,€ople came to tho 
of some of hio on which th€€d 

;md expelled him, his school to 
csmmiliating temper-a and meek pero{;n, 

uttered a word nrcmpelled, and n,:,nee 
anything which could distress anyone. The children 
forgot the awe they had. been wont to feel for their 
former master, when they saw that the present one 
possessed the qualities of an angel, and became demons 
to each other, and, depending on his mildness, abandoned 

and spent the t,heir time in 
finishing thrch' their tablets 

heads. 

When the sch ",''''!,' is and sweet, 
The boys will play at leap-frog in the street. 

Two weeks after, I passed by the door of the mosque, 
and saw there the former master, whom they had pacified 
and reinstated in his former office. I was sadly Vi}xed, 

:€ttering the I'cmnula, "There is 
God," I they a seoomE 

Ibus the nngels? " An olh 
«€Cd said, "Hast 

DISTICHS. 

, A monarch sent his son to school, and placed 
A silver tablet round his neck, where, traced 
In gold, appeared-" The fondness of thy sire 
Will harm thee more than the schoolmaster's ire?" , " 
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DISTICHS. 

Whom mankind with the name of 'Generous' grace 2:l6 

Must on his dirama no restriction place: 
When our good fame pervades the public street, 
We must no suitor with denial meet." 

I saw that he did not accept my advice, and that my 
warm breath made no impression on his cold iron. I left 
off counselling him, and turned away from his society. 
I seated myself in the corner of security, and put in 
practice that saying of the sages, which they have uttered: 
" Oon1Jey to them that which it behove8 thee to say, and thm, 
if tkey t'ecei1Je it not, what docs it concern thee J " 

VERSE. 

What though thou know'st they will not hearken, still 
Thy warning counsel give-'tis best. 

Soon shalt thou see the man of headstrong will 
With his two legs by fetters pressed ; 

Smiting his hands, he cries, in accents shrill, 
"To hearken to the sage is best." 

After some time, what I had anticipated as to his 
downfall, came to pass, for he had to sew rag to rag and 
beg scrap by scrap. My heart was pained at his wretched 
state. I thought it unkind, in his then condition, to 
irritate and scatter salt on the wound of the poor man by 
reproaches; but I said to myself, 

DISTICHS.' 

"The profligate, in pleasure's ecstacy, 
Dreads not the coming day of poverty: 
Trees that in summer fruits profusely bear, 
Stand, therefore, leafless in the wintry air." 

2M The ~rst and fourth lines are freely rendered. The literal 
translation·)f the first is, "WhoeTer has become an ensign by 
his libernlii y and bounty;" and of the fourth, "Thou canst not 
close tha dlor on any face.". 











CHAPTER VII. STORY Xv. 

imporlance to an inexperienced person will smart for it, 
and, in addition, will be considered an imbecile by persons 
of intelligence. 

STANZA. 

The prudent man of clear intelligence 
Not to the mean will weighty things commit: 

Mat-makers weave, 'tis true, yet, hast thou sense, 
Thou'It not think weaving silk robes for them fit. 

STORY XIV. 

A certain great man had an amiable son, who died. 
They asked the father what they should write on his 
grave-stone. He replied, "The verses of the Holy Book 
are too venerable and sacred to be written on such places, 
where they may be effaced by the weather, and the 
trampling of men's feet, and desecrated by dogs. If ye 
must write something, these two couple~ will suffice:-

STANZA. 

Ah me! when in the garden freshly green 
Upsprang the verdure, how my heart was gay ! 

Wait, friend! till spring renascent tints the scene, 
And mark young rosebuds blossom from my clay. 

STORY XV. 

A holy man passed by a wealthy personage, and ob
served that he had tightly bound one of his slaves hand 
and foot, and was engaged in torturing him. He said, 
"0 son! God (may He be honoured and glorified!) has 
placed in bondage to thee a creature like thyself, and 
given thee the superiority over him; thank God Most 
High, therefore, for His blessings, and do not allow thyself 
to treat him with such cruelty. Beware, lest to-morrow, 
in the day of resurrection, this slave be better than thee, 
and thou carry off disgrace. 
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DISTICHS. 

Not over ireful with thy servant be, 
Nor plague Iris heart, nor practise tyranny. 
Thou with ten dirams didst him purchase, true ! 
Not thine the Power from whence his breath he drew. 
Soon must thou anger, rule, and pride resign : 
There is a Lord whose sway surpasses thine. 
Thou'rt master of ArsIan and Aghiish 261 yet; 
Beware, lest thine own Master thou forget." 

It is related of the Prophet (on whom be peace!) that he 
said, that the bitterest of all regrets will be when they 
transport the good slave to paradise and convey the 
impious master to hell. 

STANZA. 

Not 'gainst the slaves that in thy service bow 
Rage thou without restraint, or madly chafe: 

In the last day of reckoning wouldst thou 
Mark, with shamed soul and agonised brow, 

The master fettered and the bondsman safe P 

SToRY XVI. 

In a certain year I journeyed from Balkh with some 
Syrians, and the road was replete with peril from robbers . 
.A young man accompanied us as guide, skilled in the use 
of the buckler and the bow, trained to arms, and of 
prodigious strength, so that ten powerful men could not 
string his bow, nor the greatest athletes in the world 
bring his back to the ground; but he had been delicately 
brought up, and reared in indulgence, and had neither 
seen the world nor travelled. The thundering drum of 
the warrior had not reached his ears, nor the flash of the 
,horseman's scymitar glittered in his eyes. 

281 Names of slaves, used generally to denote any bondsmen. 
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poverty ends in infidelity, for 'Poverty borders on the 
denial of God.' Moreover, without the possession of 
riches we cannot clothe the naked or exert ourselves in 
liberating the captive. Who can compare the position 
of such as we are with the dignity of the rich P or what 
resemblance is there between the hand that gives and 
that which receives P Dost thou not perceive that the 
most glorious and most high God announces, in a clear 
passage of the ~ur'iin,26:1 regarding the blessings of the 
inhabitants of Paradise, that, ' To them there is an assured 
allowance of fruits, and they are honoured in the gardens of 
Paradise?' in order that thou mayest know that he who 
is occupied in gaining a subsistence is excluded from the 
happiness of this degree of holiness, and that the kingdom 
of contentment is dependant266 on a fixed income. 

COUPLET. 

To those athirst the whole world seems 
A spring of water-in their dreams. 

Wherever thou seest one who has endured hardship 
and tasted the bitterness of misfortune, thou wilt find 
him precipitate himself with avidity into enormities 
without fear of the consequences or dread of punishment 
in a future life, inasmuch as he discriminates not between 
things lawful and unlawful. 

STANZA. 

A dog leaps up with joy when on his head 
A clod descends-he thinks a bone to spy. 

So, when two men bear forth the coffined dead 
Upon their shoulders, greedy miscreants eye 
The bier, and think they then a tray of meat descry. 

280 Ross refers for this passage to the 28th chapter of the 
~ur'iin; but the only verse that is at all similar in that chapter 
is v. 57, "a secure asylum, to which fruits of every sort are 
brought, as a provision of our bounty." 

:1811 Literally, "under the signet." 
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But the men is regarded WiUl all eye of favour, 
and, by the possession of that which is lawful, is preserved 
from committing that which is unlawful. But, even 
supposing that I have not proved what I have adduced, 
nor demonstrated the truth of m1 arguments, I yet 
expect justice from thee. Hast thou ever seen the hand 
of a behind his indigent 
person or the veil of or the 
hand the wrist?267 
poverty by necessity, breAe 
the act &mdfletnining houses,- pm&ished by 
having their heels bored; and it is likely that, when the 
passions of the poor man are roused and he has not the 
means of gratifying them, he will be involved in sin. 
And it is one among the causes of the tranquillity and 
content that rich men enjoy, that they each day renew 
their eHAAh night embHnee bHnlntb269 such 
that ashamed ll70 in and the 
graceful 
superioHitc 
fulness~ " 

COUPLET. 

of her 
of bash-

Her hands in gore of hapless lovers dipped, 
Her fingers with the ruddy jujube tipped. 

It is impossible that, in despite of the beauty of such 
countenance, theu should hover· round that which is 
forbiddHA in depravities. 

,,"HAHAH""'l for theft. 
. 188 ~f;ast effect their the houses 

they inteml mffiing under the WHPA~ tUAY enough 
where, as in India, the soil is light and no one is on the alert. 

2119 I cannot at all agree with M. Semelet's reading of this 
passage, and infinitely prefer my own, by which the extreme 
indelicacy of the French and other editions is avoided. 

:no Literally, "Places its hand on its heart at her beauty." 
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The Arabs say, "Do good, and do not 'peak oj it, and 
aBBUredly thy kindne88 will be recompensed to thee; " that is 
to say, "Give and be liberal, and do not impute the 
obligation, and the benefit will revert to thee." 

STANZA. 

Where'er the tree of gracious deeds takes root, 
Its towering top and branches reach the sky: 

Do not, if thou· wouldst wish to taste its fruit, 
By boasting of those deeds, the axe apply. 

STANZA. 

Thank God that He vouchsafes to succour thee, 
And has not left thee void of grace. 

Thou serv'st the king-well! do not boastful be, 
But rather thankful for thy place. 

MAXIM III. 

Two men have laboured fruitlessly and exerted them
selves to no purpose. One is the man who has gained 
wealth without enjoying it; the other he who has ac
quired knowledge but has failed to practise it. 

DISTICHS. 

How much soe'er thou learn'st, 'tis all vain; 
Who practise not, still ignorant remain. 
A quadruped, with volumes laden, is 
No whit the wiser or more sage for this : 
How can the witless animal discern, 
If books be piled on it? or wood to burn ? 

MAXIM IV. 

Science is for the cultivation of religion, not for worldly 
enjoyments. 

COUPLET. 

Who makes a gain of virtue, science, lore, 
Is one who garners up, then burns his store. 
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MAXIM V. 

A learned man who does not restrain his passions is 
like a blind man holding a torch; he guides other8 but not 
him8elf. 

COUPLET. 

Who life has wasted without doing aught, 
His gold has squandered, and has purchased nought. 

MAXIM VI. 
A country is adorned by wise men, and religion is 

perfected by the virtuous. Kings stand more in need of 
the counsel of the wise, than wise men do of propinquity 
to kings. 

STANZA. 

King! let my words with thee find grace; 
My book than this can nought more sage advise: 

The wise alone in office place ; 
Though office truly little suits the wise. 

MAXIM VII. 
Three things lack permanency, uncombined with three 

other things: wealth without trading; learning without 
instruction; 281 and empire without a strict administration 
of justice. 

STANZA. 

By courteous speech, politeness, gentleness, 
Sometimes thou mayest direct the human will : 

Anon by threats; for it oft profits less 
With sugar twice a hundred cups to fill, 
Than from one colocynth its bitters to distil. 

2M The other translators take "controversy" to be the mean
ing of ~~,.) di'l'a8at; I confess I am at a 1088 for authority to 
justify this sense. But the meaning I have given above is 
simple enough :-If the learned do not teach others, learning 
must BOon come-to an end. 
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MAXIM VIII. 
To shew pity to the bad is to oppress the good, and to 

pardon oppressors is to tyrannise over the oppressed. 
COUPLET. 

When thou to base men giv'st encouragement, 
Thou shar'st their sins, since thou them aid hast lent. 

MAXIM IX .. 
No reliance can be placed on the friendship of princes, 

nor must we plume ourselves on the sweet voices of 
children, since that is changed by a caprice, and these by 
a single slumber. 

COUPLET. 

On the mistress of a thousand hearts, do not thy love 
bestow; 

But if thou wilt, prepare eftsoons her friendship to forego. 

MAXIM X. 
Reveal not to a friend every secret that thou possessest. 

How knowest thou whether at some time he may not 
become an enemy? Nor inflict on thy enemy every 
injury that is in thy power, perchance he may some day 
become thy friend. Tell not the secret that thou wouldest 
have continue hidden to any person, although he may be 
worthy of confidence; for no one will be so careful of thy 
secret as thyself. 

STANZA. 

Better be silent, than thy purpose tell 
To others; and enjoin them secresy. 

o dolt I keep back the water at the well, 
For the swoll'n stream to stop thou'lt vainly try. 

In private, utter not a single word 
Which thou in public wouldst regret were heard. 

MAXIM XI. 
A weak enemy who submits and makes a shew of 

friendship, does so only with the intention of becoming 
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more dangerous; and they have said, "There is no 
reliance to be placed in the friendship of friends; how 
much less in the professions of enemies!" Whosoever 
despises a small enemy is like him who is careless about 
a little fire. 

STANZA. 

To-day extinguish, if thou can'st, the fire, 
Whichfor its victims will a world require, 
If not arrested. And ere yet his bow 
Be strung, thy arrow should transfix the foe. 

MAXIM XII. 
Let thy words between two foes be such that if they 

were to become friends thou wouldest not be ashamed. 

DISTICHS. 

Like fire is strife betwixt two enemies: 
The luckless mischief-maker wood supplies. 
Struck with confusion and ashamed is he, 
If e'er the two belligerents agree. 
Can we in this aught rational discern-
To light a fire which will ourselves first burn? 

STANZA. 

In talk with friends speak soft and low, 
Lest thy blooo.thirsty foeman thee should hear: 

A wall may front thee-true! but dost thou know 
If there be not behind a listening ear? 

MAXIM XIII. 
Whoever comes to an agreement with the enemies of 

his friends, does so with the intention of injuring the 
latter. 

COUPLET. 

Eschew that friend, if thou art wise, 
Who consorts with thy enemies. 
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MAXIM XIV. 
When, in transacting business, thou art in doubt, make 

choice of that side from which the least injury will result. 

COUPLET. 

Reply not roughly to smooth language, nor 
Contend with him who knocks at peace's door. 

MAXIM XV. 
As long as a matter can be compassed by money, it is 

not right to imperil life. The Arabs say, " The 8word i8 
the last re8ource." 

COUPLET. 

When thou hast failed in every known resource, 
Then to the sword 'tis right to have recourse. 

MAXIM XVI. 
Compassionate not the weakness of a foe, for were he' 

to become powerful he would have no pity on thee.285 

COUPLET. 

Twist not thy moustaches boastful, nor with pride thy 
weak foe scan: 

Every bone contains some marrow, every garment cloaks 
a man. 

APOPHTHEGM. 

He who slays a bad man, rids mankind of annoyance 
from him, and the man himself from an increase of 
punishment [which his future misdeeds would, have 
merited] from God (may He be honoured and glorified! ).286 

21'6 These maxims are a very good index of Oriental feeling; 
and all who know the East will admit that they are most 
religiously observed. 

2e6 An unlucky maxim for a criminal. So, in taking off his 
head, you are in fact consulting not only the public weal, but 
the welfare of the criminal himseIt. 
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STANZA. 

Pity is commendable-that we own ; 
Yet on the tyrant's wound no ointment place. 

He that has mercy to a serpent shown, 
Has acted cruelly to Adam's race. 

MAXIM XVII. 

21 [ 

To act in accordance with an enemy's advice is foolish, 
but it is permissible to hear it, in order to do the opposite, 
for that will be exactly the right course. -

DISTICHS. 

Beware of what thy foeman bids thee do, 
Lest on thy knees thou smite thy hands, and grieve. 

Straight as a dart may be the road-'tis true
He points to; yet 'twere better it to leave. 

MAXIM XVIII. 
Anger that has no limit causes terror, and unseasonable 

kindness does away with respect. Be not so severe as to 
cause disgust, nor so lenient as to make people presume. 

DISTICHS. 

Sternness and gentleness are best combined: 
The leech both salves and scarifies, you find. 
The sage is not too rigorous, nor yet 
Too mild, lest men their awe of him forget: 
He seeks not for himself too high a place; 
Nor will himself too suddenly abase. 

DISTICHS. 

Once to his sire a shepherd said, " 0 Sage! 
Teach me one maxim worthy of thy age." 
"Use gentleness," he said, "yet not so much, 
That the wolf be emboldened thee to clutch." 

MA:XIM XIX. 
Two persons are the foes of a state and of religion; a king 

without clemency, and a religious man without learning. 
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MAXIM: XXX. 

Every one thinks his own judgment perfect, and his 
own son beautiful. 

VERSE. 

A Jew and Musalman once so contended 
That laughter seized me as their contest grew. 

The true believer thus his cause defended : 
"Is this bond false, then may I die a Jew! " 

The Jew replied: "By Moses' books I vow that 
'Tis true, or else a MusaIman am I ! " 
So from earth's face were Wisdom's self to fiy, 

Not one could be amongst us found t' allow that 
He judgment lacked, or himself stultify.-

MAXIM: XXXI. 

Ten men can eat at one board, but two dogs cannot 
satisfy themselves at one carcase. The greedy man con
tinues to hunger, though a world supply his wants; and 
the contented man is satisfied with a crust. 

COUPLET. 

A single loaf the stomach will supply; 
But not earth's richest gifts the greedy eye. 

DISTICHS. 

When my sire's age had reached its latest day, 
He gave me this advice, and passed away :
"Lust is a fire ;-from it thyself keep well; 
Nor kindle 'garnst thyself the fiames of -Hell. 
Thou hast not patience to endure that fiame, I trow; 
With patience, as with water, quench it now." 

MAXIM: XXXII. 

Whosoever does no good when he has the ability to do 
it, in the time of inability to aid others will himself suffer 
distress. 
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OOUPLET. 

Ill-starred., indeed, is he who injures men: 
Is fortune adverse, he ·is friendless then. 

MAXIM XXXIII. 

Life hangs on a single breath; and the world of exist
ence is between two non-existences. Those who barter 
religion for the world are asses; they sell Joseph and get 
what in return? Did I not COfJenant tcith you, 0 80ns f?f 
Adam! that ye should not sene Satan! for fJerily he is 
your acolDed enemy. 

OOUPLET. 

With thy friend thou faith hast broken at the bidding 
of thy foe: 

See with whom thou'st joined alliance, and from whom 
thou'st sought to go. 

MAXIM XXXIV. 

Satan prevails not against the righteous; nor a king 
againSt the poor. 

DISTICHS. 

Lend not to him who prayer neglects, though he 
Gasping with want and inanition be ; 
For he who renders not to God His due, 
What will he care for that he owes to you? 

STANZA. 

I've heard that they so temper Eastern clay 291 

That they in forty years one cup prepare : 
Hundreds are made in :Baghdad in a day, 

And hence the lowness 01 the price they bear. 

281 The other translators render J~ 9"1:;... Milk-. ma8"ri~, 
"in the land of the East," "dans Ie pays d'Oricnt," etc.; but 
surely the translation I have given is at least as defensible. 
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STANZA. 

From a man's qualities a day's enough 
To make us of his learning's limit sure. 

Plume not thyself as though the hidden stuff 
Thou of his heart hast reached; nor be secure, 

For not e'en long revolving years can tell 
The foul things which in man unnoticed dwell. 

MAXIM XLV. 
He who joins battle with the great sheds his own 

blood. 
STANZA. 

Say'st thou, "Behold! how great I am ! " 
The squint-eyed even thus of one makes two ; 

Who play at butting with a ram 
Will quick enough a broken forehead rue. 

MAXIM XLVI. 
It is not the part of wise men to grapple with a lion, 

or strike the fist against a sword. 
COUPLET. 

Not in contention with the furious stand, 
And near the mighty humbly clasp thy hand.293 

MAXIM XLVII. 
A weak man, who has the fool-hardiness to contend 

with a strong one, assists his adversary in destroying 
himself. 

STANZA. 

He who was nursed in soft repose 
Cannot with warriors to the battle go ; 

Vain wi.th his weakly arm to close, 
And struggle with an iron-wristed foe. 

293 Literally, II Put thy hand under thy armpit j " i.e. "Put 
thyself in a peaceful attitude." 
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MAXIM XL VIII. 
Whoso will not listen to advice aims at hearing himself 

reproached. 
COUPLET. 

He who will not to friends' advice attend, 
Must not complain when they him reprehend. 

MAXIM XLIX. 
Persons devoid of virtue cannot endure the sight of 

the virtuous; just as market-curs, when they see dogs of 
the chase, bark at them, but dare not approach them. 

MAXIM L. 

When a base fellow cannot vie with another in merit, 
he will attack him with malicious slander. 

COUPLET. 

Weak envy absent virtue slanders,-Why ? 
Since it is dumb, perforce, when it is by. 

MAXIM LI. 

But for the tyranny of hunger no bird would fall into 
the snare-nay, the fowler himself would not set the snare. 

COUPLET. 

The belly binds the hands, the feet unnerves; 
He heeds not heaven who his belly serves. 

MAXIM LII. 
Wise men eat late; devout men but half satisfy their 

appetites; and hermits take only enough to support life; 
the young eat till the dishes are removed, and the old till 
they sweat; but the ~alandars 29l stuff till they have no 
room in their stomachs to breathe, and not a morsel is 
left on the table for anyone. 

:10' A. sort of fa~ir. 
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before: and though dust should ascend to heaven, its 
former worthlessness will not be altered. A capacity 
without education is pitiable, and education without 
capacity is thrown away. Ashes, though akin to what 
is exalted, inasmuch as fire is essentially noble, yet, not 
possessing any intrinsic worth, are no better than dirt; 
and the value. of sugar is not derived from the cane, but 
from its own inherent qualities. Musk is that which of 
itself yields a sweet smell, not that which the perfumer 
says is musk.29'7 The wise man is like the tray of the 
druggist-silent, but evincing its own merits; and the 
ignorant man resembles the drum of the warrior-Ioud
voiced, and empty, and bragging vainly. 

VERSE. 

A learned man, as sages state, 
Among the dull illiterate, 
Is like a beauty 'mid the blind, 
Or ~ur'iin to the impious mind. 
In Canaan's land, when sin prevailed, 
The Prophet's birth no fruit entailed. 
If innate worth is in thee born, 
[Thy origin deserves not scorn,] 
The rose aye blossoms on the thorn ; 
[The worthless may engender worth,] 
.And .A~ur gave to Abraham birth. 

MAXIM LVII. 
It is not right to estrange in a moment a friend whom 

it takes a lifetime to secure. 
TRIPLET. 

'Tis years before the pebble can put on 
The ruby's nature.-Wilt thou on a stone 
In one short moment mar what time has done? 

297 He may call that which is adulterated or counterfeit 
" musk." 
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MAXIM LXVI. 

o thou! who seekest subsistence, sit down, that thou 
mayest be fed; and thou who desirest to die! go not [in 
pursuit of death]; for thou canst not preserve thy life 
[beyond the destined term]. 

STANZA. 

W ouldst thou by toil or not thy wants supply, 
The Glorious and High God will give thee food. 

Nor, mortal! canst thou unpredestined die, 
Didst thou in maw of ravenous tigers lie, 

Or savage lions thirsting for thy blood. 

MAXIM LXVII. 

It is impossible to lay hands on that which is not 
predestined for us, and that which is predestined will 
reach us wherever we are. 

TRIPLET. 

Hast thou not heard with what excess of pain 
Sikandar sought the shades? nor yet could gain 
Life's water, which he strove thus to attain . 

• MAXIM LXVIII. 

A fisherman cannot catch fish in the Tigris without the 
aid of destiny; nor can a fish perish on dry land unless 
fated to do so. 

COUPLET. 

Poor greedy wretch! where'er he drags himself, 
Death him pursues, while he's pursuing pelf. 

MAXIM LXIX. 

A wicked rich man is a gilded clod, and a pious darwesh 
is a beauty soiled with earth. The latter is the tattered 
garment of Moses patched together, and the former is the 







CHAPTER LXXVII. 

Thou! who t'appease the crowd and win repute 
Hast made the robe of outward actions white; 

Know, to resign the world doth better suit 
The pious, and to be regardless quite 
Whether the or short to sigh L 

sorts of perSCHl" Clease to feel 
nor can they l>yttt»tt» 

the mire: one is the merchant, whose vessel has been 
wrecked; and the other, the heir who has become the 
associate. of ~alandars. In accordance with this they 
have said: "Though the robe bestowed by the Sultan is 
precious, people's own clothes are more regarded.; and 
fhtmgh the tray of di"bciH table of the 

tl±tgcacies, yet the 
" "HttttlltU. 

'Enan the maym>'H laai more dainty 
Are our poor herbs-sel£-earned-and vinegar. 

MAXIM LXXVI. 

It is contrary to right reason, and a violation of the 
precepts of the wise, to take medicine about which we are 

; and to trayal we do not knuw> 
company of a 

LXXl±tII. 

LLuy asked. the Imhm l,pirit>ual guide-Mu~llH?lt??llld 
bin MuJ;tammad Ghizali-(may the mercy of God be upon 
him ! ) by what means he had attained such a degree of 
learning. He replied, "In this way: I was not ashamed. 
to ask whatever I did not know." 
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MAXIM J,XXX. 

Whoso associates with the wicked will be accused of 
following their ways, though their principles may have 
made no impression upon him; just as if a person were 
in the habit of frequenting taverns, he would not be 
supposed to go there for prayer, but to drink intoxicating 
liquors. 

DISTICHS. 

Thyself thou'lt surely stigmatise, 
In choosing for thy friends th' unwise. 
I asked a sage for one sound rule ; 
He said, "Consort not with a fool, 
For this of wise men fools will make, 
And even fools deteriorate." 

MAXIM LXXXI. 

So tractable is the camel that, as is well'known, if a 
child took hold of its bridle and led it a hundred para
sangs, it would not withdraw its neck from obeying him : 
but if they came to a dangerous road which might cause 
its destruction, and the child, through ignorance, wished 
to go that way, it would wrest the reins from his grasp, 
and would not after that obey him: for, in the time when 
rough dealing is required, kindness is blameable; and 
they have said: "An enemy will not become friendly by 
being treated with kindness; but, on the contrary, his 
avarice will be increased." 

STANZA.. 

Thou to the courteous humble be, as dust; 
But rough to those with whom thou hast a feud; 307 

A 80ft file will not cleanse deep-seated rust: 
Then use not gentle language with the rude. 

307 I have translated this line freely. Literally, it is, "If he 
oppose thee, fill his two eyes with mud." 
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STANZA. 

When 'tis one's habit aye the truth to say, 
A slip is pardoned readily; 

But should one be renowned the other way, 
Even in his truth we error see. 

MAXIM LXXXV. 
The most glorious of created things, in outward form, 

is man; and the most vile of living things, is a dog; yet, 
by the unanimous consent of the wise, a grateful dog is 
better than an ungrateful man. 

STANZA. 

The scrap thou on a dog bestowest, it
Though pelted oft-will yet remember still; 

But though thro' life the base thou benefit, 
They for the merest trifle would thee kill. 

MAXIM LXXXVI. 
The sensual ne'er can eminence attain ; 
And those who have not merit should not reign. 

DISTICHS. 

Spare not the glutton ox, for know that he 
Who much devours will also slothful be: 
If thou must needs be fatted like the ox, 
Then like the ass submit to people's knocks. 

MAXIM LXXXVII. 
It is said, in the Gospel,309 " 0 son of Adam I if I give 

thee wealth, thou wilt occupy thyself with riches and 

109 This is probably a quotation from some spurious Gospel. 
Ro88 refers to Proverbs, chap. xxx. ver. 7, 8, 9, "Two things 
have I required of thee; deny me them not before I die: 
Remove far from me vanity and lies: give me neither poverty 
nor riches; feed me with food convenient for me: Lest I be 
full and deny thee, and say, Who is the Lord? or lest I be 
poor, and steal, and take the name of my God in vain." 
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to taste the lesser punishment of tM8 world, be8ide8 the m01'e 
grievous punishment of the ne;et; peradventure they will 
t'epen t." 310 

COUPLET. 

The great admonish first-observant be! 
Lest, if thou heed not words, they shackle thee. 

Those endued with a happy disposition are warned by the 
anecdotes and precedents of former generations, so as not 
to become themselves a warning to those who follow them. 

STANZA. 

No bird will settle on the grain, 
That sees another bird already snared; 

Take warning then from others' pain, 
Or else to point a moral be prepared. 

MAXIM XCI. 

How can one, the ear of whose choice has been made 
heavy, hear? and how can he, who is drawn by the 
noose of happy destiny, decline to proceed.311 

STANZA. 

The dark night of the friends of Heaven 
Shines with the brilliant light of day; 

Not to man's might is this rich blessing given, 
It comes from God-no other way. 

QUATRAIN. 

To whom, save Thee, shall I complain? Thou only 
Rulest; and no arm equals thine in might; 

Guided by Thee, none are e'er lost or lonely; 
Whom Thou forsakest, none can guide aright. 

810 Vid8 ~ur'iin, chap. xxxii. ver. 22; Sale's Translation, 
p. 311. 

311 This seems to be the doctrine of Predestination. Ross and 
Gladwin both omit to translate the word ,-=-,.,)~I iradat, and the 
latter omits also '-=-'.,)\- 8tMdat. 
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MAXIM XCII. 
A beggar whose end is blest is better than a king who 

dies miserably. 
COUPLET. 

Better feel sorrow ere we gladness know, 
Than to be happy and then suffer woe. 

MAXIM XCIII. 
The sky supplies the earth with showers, while the 

earth renders back dust. E1Jer1l 1)es8el allows that to pe"meate 
through it which it conta,:ns.su 

COUPLET. 

My temper seems unpleasing in thy eyes; 
Change not for that thy better qualities .. 

God Most High sees [our sins], but casts a veil over 
them; and our neighbour blazes abroad [our offences], 
though he sees them not. 

COUPLET. 

Save us, good Lord I could men in secret see, 
None were from others' interference free I 

MAXIM XCIV. 
Gold is procured from the vein by digging the mine, 

and from the miser's clutches by digging out his mind.slS 

STANZA. 

Base men enjoy not, and to lonely haunts 
Slink sullen, and they say, "On hope to feed 

Is better than to gratify one's wants." 
One day thou'lt see the victim of his greed 

. A corse,-his foes exulting and his money freed.Sl' 

811 In other words, "That which exudes from a vessel is of 
the same nature 88 its contents." Our proverb is, "You cannot 
make a silk purse out of a sow's ear." 

118 ~.,).;$ ~ ~ ian kanrlan, means, literally, "to dig out the 
soul," and is generally applied to the agonies of death. 

11& That is, from his clutches. 
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STANZA. 

Said Faridiin to China's men of art, 
"Round my pavilion's walls embroider this,

, If thou art wise, to bad men good impart; 
The good enough of honour have and bliss.' " 

MAXIM C. 
They asked an eminent personage why, when the right 

hand was so superior to the left, men were in the habit of 
placing the signet-ring on the left hand? He rejoined, 
"Knowest thou not that merit is always neglected?" 

COUPLET. 

He from whom fate, subsistence, fortunes spring, 
Now makes a man of merit, now a king. 

MAXIM CI. 
He may advise kings safely who has neither fear for 

his head nor cupidity. 
DISTICHS. 

Whether thou money at his feet dost spread, 
Who truly worships God; or o'er his head 
Wavest the Indian scymitar; no dread 
Has he of mortal man: in this 
True faith consists,-this orthodoxy is, 

MAXIM CIl. 
A king is for the coercion of oppressors, and the 

superintendent of police to repress murder, and the judge 
for hearing complaints against thieves. Two parties, 
whose aim is justice only, never refer matters to the 
judge. 

STANZA. 

Art thou assured that thou must justice do
Then better do it gently, without strife. 

Who pay not taxes willingly, will rue 
The law's exactions, and the misproud crew 

Of insolent officials. Stubbornness is rife 
With a twin evil-shame and damage too. 
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:Mum CVr. 

Two persons die remorseful; he who possessed and 
enjoyed not, and he who knew but did not practise. 

STAXZA. 

A miser may have merit; yet Ilone see 
His face, hut strive his actions to abuse; 

'Vhile tW'jce a hundred failings there may be, 
In those who do a liberal conduct use; 
Yet will their generosity those faults excuse. 

CONCLUSION OF THE BOOK. 

The book of the Gulistan is ended bv the assistance of .' 
God. Throughout the work I have forborne to borrow 
ornaments from the YCl'seR of preceding poets, as is 
customary with authoril. 

COUPLET, 

Belter pateh up olle's OW11 old garment, than 
Bono\\' the raiment of another man, 

For the most part, stull's di"cOlll'SD is eomminglecl with 
pleasantr)' amI cheerful wit; and this furnishes a pretext 
t() the sllortsightl'tl for sn~'illg that. it iH llnt tll!' part of 
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